
Chromebook Requirement from Year 7

As part of our progressive Digital Learning and Technology approach, we have a Bring Your
Own Device (BYOD) scheme, where all students are required to have a Chromebook in
school from Year 7 through to Year 11. Please note that other devices (e.g. tablet, Mac or
Windows laptop) are not permitted.

The School makes extensive use of the Google For Education suite of products both in class
and for prep work, and the tight integration between Chromebooks and these products,
provides the students and teachers with a stable digital learning and teaching environment
with seamless access to key school IT systems and digital resources.

We appreciate the cost involved, but we also know that easy access to the digital learning
environment will be an invaluable part of your child’s learning experience. As your child
transitions into the Felsted Senior School, they will continue to use the Chromebook both in
and out of class.

For pupils transferring into Year 7 in September 2021, the School is trialling a School
Managed Chromebook Scheme. You will have received a separate communication about
this, if applicable.

Minimum Chromebook Specifications

● 4G of RAM minimum

● 32G of local storage

● USB-C charger connection

● 11” screen

Other key points to consider:

● Check the ‘Auto Update Expiry’ (UAE) date for the device and model you are thinking
of buying. Operating Systems and security updates from Google will be applied until
then. You can look this up by manufacturer and model on the following page:
https://support.google.com/chrome/a/answer/6220366?hl=en

○ beware of cheap devices they may not have long left
○ if you think your child will look after the device carefully, a device with a UAE

of Summer 2026 would see them through to the end of Year 11.

● Multi point or stylus enabled touchscreen

● Buying a 3 year warranty and accidental damage insurance on the device, as the
responsibility for repairs and insurance is with the owner of the device.

● Look for a toughened case (sometimes referred to as ‘school grade’) with keys that
will not pull off easily

https://support.google.com/chrome/a/answer/6220366?hl=en


● A protective case/sleeve.

You do not need to buy any specialist software as each student is provided with a Google
Apps for Education account by the School.

Using Chromebooks at school and for any school work

We will provide storage space for these devices in school, however, any damage or loss of
device will be the pupil’s responsibility.

Whilst the School can carry out small fixes in the case of an emergency, we expect the
student devices to:

● be clearly named in permanent marker or permanent labels for identification

● be fully charged each evening and to be in School each day

● be upgraded regularly in terms of operating system software and security releases

● be password protected

● be insured under a personal/household insurance scheme in case of damage or loss.

The IT department will be ready to connect the Chromebooks to the school system during the
first week of the Autumn term. The IT department will connect one device per pupil to the
School network.

The individual subject teachers will make clear when and how these devices are to be used
in lessons.  The expectation is that students will abide by the School rules, the Pupils’
Computer / Device Usage Agreement and the Online Safety and ICT Acceptable Use Policy
whenever using school systems.  We recommend that parents are familiar with the policy
and encourage their children to comply with it both at home and in School.

If, for financial reasons, you may find it hard to provide your child with a Chromebook please
feel free to come in and discuss this matter confidentially with me.

Should you have any technical queries, please email ictprep@felsted.org or contact myself
on mcs@felsted.org to discuss the matter further.

Mr M C Stringer
Head of Courtauld House
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