
 

 

From Mrs D K Guerrero dkg@felsted.org 
BA (Hons), Cert TEFL, Dip. TEFLA 

Head of EAL/International Coordinator 01371 822600 

 
 
8th March 2019  
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
 
I would like to introduce myself and tell you how the EAL Department can support 
your son/daughter during their time at Felsted School. 
 
My name is Mrs Diane Guerrero and I am the Head of EAL (English as an Additional 
Language) at Felsted. I have been supporting and teaching EAL students of all ages 
for 29 years in the UK, Spain, Ecuador and Colombia. We also have a Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant/EAL Teacher (Mrs Jane Farrington). 
 
In my role as Head of EAL, I am responsible for analysing the English tests which 
prospective pupils take on application to Felsted. I assess their level of English and 
decide whether new pupils will require EAL lessons to improve their English in order 
to achieve the best grades possible in their exams, and fully participate in school life 
here at Felsted.  
 
Let me explain how the EAL Department will support your child during the different 
year groups. 
 
Year 9  
 
Students choose one subject fewer than native speakers of English and normally in 
Year 9, EAL replaces a further foreign language subject. Classes are between 1-8 
students and take place in the welcoming EAL classroom. 
 
Students come to 2 EAL classes a week, although some pupils who only study 
English (and not another foreign language) will have 4 hours a week. During this 
time they may work towards taking an external Cambridge English qualification in 
June.  
 
Normally students take the Cambridge English ‘First For Schools’ examination. This 
exam is taken at a local examination centre, and is internationally recognised. It tests 
students’ Reading & Use of English (grammar and vocabulary), Writing, Listening 
and Speaking skills. This exam is an excellent additional qualification to have, and is 
valid for life. There is an additional charge for this, and you will receive more details, 
if this is an appropriate level exam for your child to be entered for. 



 

 

In addition to working towards taking a Cambridge English exam, students receive 
support with their course work and independent study tasks for other curriculum 
subjects, develop their vocabulary for those subjects, and improve their productive 
skills (writing and speaking) in supportive, small, friendly groups. The EAL 
Department works closely with other subject teachers in order to find out how to best 
support the EAL students in those subjects. There is no charge for group EAL 
lessons in Year 9. 
 
Years 10 & 11 (GCSE programme) 
 
Students choose one GCSE subject fewer than native speakers of English, and 
attend EAL classes in place of another subject. Classes are typically up to 12 
students, depending on the number of students requiring EAL in Year 10/11, and 
take place in the welcoming EAL classroom. 
 
Students come to 3 EAL classes a week. Lessons are a combination of support with 
course work for other subjects, help with subject revision for exams, additional 
preparation for IGCSE English exams, and support for their Higher Project 
Qualification (HPQ, Year 10). There is a focus on improving writing skills and any 
other language development work relevant to students’ individual needs. The EAL 
Department works closely with other subject teachers in order to find out how to best 
support the EAL students in their other subjects. There is no charge for group EAL 
lessons in Years 10 & 11. 
 
Students may also work towards taking an external, Cambridge English exam at the 
end of Year 10.  This is normally the Cambridge First For Schools examination or the 
Cambridge C1 Advanced English examination. These exams test students in the 
skills of Listening, Speaking, Writing, Reading & Use of English (grammar and 
vocabulary).  
 
These exams are taken at a local examination centre, and are internationally 
recognised. They are excellent additional qualifications to have, and are valid for life. 
There is an additional charge for these exams and you will receive more details on 
this during the year. The C1 exam is recognised by many universities as a proof of 
English qualification, and is valid for entry to UK universities and universities in other 
English speaking countries. 
 
Years 12 & 13 (A-Level programme)  
   
Students whose first language is not English, may be advised to have EAL lessons if 
they need to improve their English language skills. These classes take place in the 
welcoming EAL classroom. The lessons are a combination of general English 
development, and support with their other subject options and their Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ). We can also help them with writing their personal statements for 
application to universities, and with any particular area of English they need to 
improve on. The EAL Department works closely with other subject teachers in order 
to find out how to best support EAL students in their EAL sessions. 
 



 

 

A-Levels pupils who are applying to go to university in the UK or other English 
speaking countries will need to provide proof of proficiency in the English Language, 
and the EAL Department can prepare students for the IELTS test (International 
English Language Testing System), if they do not have a relevant qualification for 
their university application. 
 
The level of support needed on the A Level programme will be discussed with the 
students in the first week of term, and you will be notified as to what we 
recommended for your son/daughter. Typically an A-Level student would have 2 EAL 
lessons per week, either 1:1 or in small groups depending on the availability of 
teacher/student. Lessons take place where the student has free time within their 
timetable, and usually start in the second week of the first term. Additional charges 
for EAL lessons in the Sixth Form can be found on the Felsted School website.  
 
Years 12 & 13 International Baccalaureate (IB programme) 
 
As IB students already study English as part of their course, there are no further 
English lessons provided by the EAL Department. However, IB students are 
welcome to attend the weekly EAL drop in session, for support with written work and 
any other language development work relevant to students’ individual needs. 
 
IB students should check carefully the English Language requirements for the 
specific university courses they intend to apply for. It may be that a university 
requires additional proof of competence in English. If this is the case, individual 
lessons can be arranged with the EAL Department in order to prepare students for a 
relevant test (all lesson charges are listed on the Felsted School website). This test 
is typically the IELTS Test (International English Language Testing System). 
 
Additional Support: 
 
In-class support 
The EAL Department can also provide in-class support for pupils who may need 
additional support in specific subjects. Typically, those subjects are History, Classics, 
English, Religious Studies and Geography. The in-class support teacher sits 
alongside the pupils in their mainstream lessons, and works with the class teacher to 
make sure the pupils can fully access the subject. Notes on pupil progress in these 
supported lessons are shared with the pupil’s tutor and the EAL Dept so that we can 
monitor this progress and follow up with any necessary work within EAL lessons.   
 
Pupils who would benefit from EAL in-class support are identified in the first weeks of 
term. The frequency of the support depends on the availability of the teacher and the 
level of support needed by a particular pupil in a particular subject. Support can be 
on-going, can increase, or be withdrawn depending how the pupil/class teacher feels 
they are progressing in that subject. You will be notified of any suggested support 
sessions, as this service attracts a small charge per term (all additional charges can 
be found on the Felsted School website). 
 
 



 

 

Drop In sessions 
In addition to EAL classes and in-class support there is a drop in session available to 
all year groups, where your child can get support with any aspect of English they are 
struggling with from essay writing to preparing presentations, prep, course work etc. 
This is one evening a week during prep time (7.00pm - 8.30pm).  
 
Communication 
 
You can keep up with EAL news by following the Department on Twitter 
(FelstedEAL).   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding EAL support for 
your son/daughter. I will always be happy to help. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

Diane Guerrero 

 
BA (Hons), Cert TEFL, Dip. TEFLA 

Head of EAL/International Coordinator 

 


