
Forum: The Health Committee 
 
Resolution submitted by: Senegal 
 
Concerning: Managing Global food distribution and waste 
 
Alarmed by the fact that Food Loss and Waste (FLW) is roughly 30% of all food globally per year, 
totalling some 1.3 billion tonnes (Source: The World Bank). 
 
Fully aware that global food distribution and waste is an issue for all sections of society ; economic 
and environmental sustainability, as well as food safety and security. 
 
Emphasising Senegal’s participation in the Global Food Security Strategy (GFSS) initiative, seeing 
agriculture as a way to increase food resilience and security, as well as similar African Union (AU) 
initiatives.  
 
Deeply concerned that both the price of and demand for food continues to rise, and is currently at a 
historic high. 
 
Welcoming attempts and commitments made by both member nations and customs blocs (such as the 
European Union and African Union) to set targets to reduce food waste. 
 
Guided by UN Sustainable development goal 12: promoting responsible consumption and production 
in order to safeguard the human population in a time of greater material consumption whilst 
improving quality of life: a key element of this is food. 
 
Declaring that if the crisis is not solved, a similar situation to the 1970s energy crisis (provoked by 
the same factors: growing demand and rising prices) will arise, of which the consequences will be 
disastrous for all, but especially for those countries that are less developed. 
 

1. Calls upon all member states to ensure that any unused food is redistributed accordingly to 
the worst off in society, but also as aid to LEDCs via a proposed UN Taskforce on Food 
Redistribution and Supply (UNTFRS). 

A. “Worst off in society” mainly refers to organisations such as food banks which would 
distribute food to vulnerable persons and families that require food, but won’t 
necessarily be able to afford it. 

B. UNTFRS would work at a grassroots level in Less Economically Developed 
Countries in order to ensure that this vital aid and support is targeted at those who 
need it most, whilst also subverting potentially corrupt governments. 

C. Clause 1 to be implemented 5 years after the resolution is discussed. 
2. Urges all member states to set progressive targets on reducing Food Waste and Food Loss. 

A. These targets would have time limits in order to mobilise resources and promote 
sustainability, through both large businesses and smaller, local units. 

B. An example of a target is that the European Union has targeted reducing food loss and 
waste by 50% by 2050 – whilst this is a trading/ customs bloc, it could be adequately 
scaled for any member state. 

C. Ideally, the targets would be combined with a targeted public campaign by a member 
state’s government, in order to maximise the effectiveness of efforts to reduce food 
waste/loss (especially in the developed world) – this could also be implemented 
through better food labelling (“best before” instead of “use by”/”display until”). 

 



D. An ideal starting target level should be around 10%. 
3. Proclaims that the UN and highly developed Human Development Index (HDI) countries 

provide funding for Medium/Low HDI countries to reduce post – harvest losses. 
A. This accounts for most food loss in the developing world, yet 5% of agricultural 

research funding goes towards minimising this (Source: World Resources Institute). 
B. HDI is used because it’s a better indicator of how prosperous and developed a country 

is than GDP – this ensures that the countries that need the support get it from the 
countries that can afford it. 

C. Examples of how this monetary aid would be implemented is through R&D, 
providing for mechanisation of agriculture, investments in infrastructure and 
transportation and support for small – scale farmers. 

D. Clause 3 is compulsory for all highly developed countries according to the HDI, and 
they should have committed funds within 5 years, either as standalone entities, 
through NGOs or through the UN. 

4. Further reminds member states of the necessity of redistributing unused food and reducing 
waste from all sources, be it households, agriculture/farming or supermarkets. 

A. In order to prevent a future food crisis, the clauses within this resolution should be 
followed by all member states it applies to (exemptions for clause 3 apply). 

B. This is in line with UN Sustainable development goal 12, and is especially significant 
considering the value of food as a necessity for sustaining a growing world 
population. 

5. Recommends that any member states that fail to adhere to clauses 1 or 3 (unless exempt from 
3, but not 1) to be recommended for sanctions to the UN Security Council. 

 


