
QUESTION OF: Instigating and safeguarding equitable access to vital water-based infrastructure in 

the arid Levant region. 

SUBMITTED BY: Israel 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

 

Recognises the largely successful outcome of The Nile Water Agreement of 1929 in relation to 

equitable distribution of water, a model the delegation of Israel heartily approves of. 

 

Acknowledges the current volatile geopolitical climate of Levantine relations, and understands 

the difficulty of beneficial negotiations between member states of said region, 

 

Deeply disturbed by the bombing of desalination plants by Syrian and Iraqi militants in March 

2015, with the intention to exploit this critical component of environmental infrastructure for 

political gain. 

 

Fully aware of the severely arid environment of the Middle East, as well as noting the distinct 

lack of fresh drinking water in the region from traditional sources; such as rivers, reservoirs 

and aquifers. 

 

Deeply alarmed by the number of casualties attributed to lack of,or poor, water conservation 

infrastructure; over 1400 children were estimated to have died from thirst and waterborne 

diseases in 2018 alone. 

 

Fully believing that through the enactment of the following operative clauses, objective water 

stability may be achieved within the Levant region.  

 

 

1. Calls for the formation of a bi-annual, Environmental Levantine Summit (ELS), with 

the intent to: 

a) review and share current environmental infrastructure including, but not limited 

to: 

   i.  development plans for seawater desalination plants 

   ii. contemporary water reclamation procedures 

           b)  provide essential dialogue between member states, in order to place pressing   

                     Levantine water scarcity issues before pre-existing political tensions. sssssss 
   

     2.  Affirms the salient requirement for sizeable funding towards research initiatives in 

sssssss Israel, Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon, such as: 

                a)  increased United Nations (UN) university grants for research concerning the 

sssssssssssssssdevelopment of water conservation projects. 



                b) funding of local education schemes regarding the importance of water stability. 

                c) facilitating scientific partnerships across Levant and wider Middle Eastern and 

sssssssssssssssNorth Africa (MENA) countries, in order to address water challenges 

ssssssssssssss comprehensively. 

 

      3. Urges relevant member states to contribute towards building a culture of collaboration 

ddddddin the Levant, promoting cross regional cooperation on transboundary water issues and    

          on wider water concerns. 

 

4. Calls upon a United Nations (UN) regulated body to modulate the 

ssssssssgeographical concentration of sophisticated water processing infrastructure and reserves 

ssssssssin the Middle East. The Joint Levantine Water Commision (JLWC) would ensure: 

ssssssssssssa) no single regional state holds a monopoly on water reserves or water extraction 

sssssssssssssssfacilities.  
                b) member states of the commission authorize equitable consumption and use of 

sssssssssssssssLevantine reserves. 

                c) greater diversification of water sources, helping to avoid over reliance on one 

ssssssssssssssssource; more effective treatment and re-use of wastewater and greywater, for 

sssssssssssssssexample. 

 

      5.  Draws attention to the disproportionate supply of freshwater dedicated to the 

ssssssssagricultural sector, ranging from 56% (Israel) to 88% (Syria) in the Levant, whilst 

ssssssssMENA irrigation efficiencies remain well below 50%; this marks it as the key sector 

ssssssssfor cutting water use, while being aware of its importance for rural livelihoods and for 

sssssssscontributing to domestic food security. 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


