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Felsted Scholarships and Awards 

 

Felsted offers a range of Scholarships and Awards which recognise and celebrate outstanding 
talent and potential in a range of disciplines. We offer pupils significant opportunities to 
develop their skills and knowledge through specialist enrichment programmes. Scholarship 
and Award assessments take place for entry years 7, 9, 10 or 12, although there may be some 
exceptions to this. 
  
Gaining a Felsted Scholarship or Award offers opportunities and challenges, but also the 
responsibility to set and maintain the highest standards at all times.  In conferring awards, we 
look for gifted individuals who will be a credit to themselves and to the School. 
 
Through our partnership with the Junior Department of the Guildhall School of Music in 
London, we are also able to offer joint Junior Guildhall / Felsted Music Scholarships for 
outstanding young musicians for entry at Year 7, 9, 10 or Year 12. 
  
We are very proud of the achievements of our past Scholars and Award-Holders and we 
welcome applications from young people who will draw great benefit from, and contribute 
significantly to the life of the School.  
  
Scholarships and Awards are valid throughout a pupil’s time at Felsted and are subject to 
continuous assessment and an annual review for satisfactory effort and progress. Pupils in 
receipt of a Scholarship or Award are eligible to apply for a top-up bursary, which is subject to 
means-testing. 
 

Types of Award 

 

Felsted Scholarship Up to 20% (maximum) fee remission per year 

Joint Junior Guildhall / Felsted 
Music Scholarship 

Up to 20% (maximum) fee remission per year plus 
payment of Junior Guildhall fees 

"Mary Skill" Award (MSA) Up to £2,000 (maximum) fee remission per year 

 

In addition to Felsted Scholarships, we also offer "Mary Skill" Awards. Mary Skill and her family 
were generous benefactors to the School and particularly wished to provide able pupils with 
the opportunity to enjoy a Felsted education.  
 
They are awarded to pupils who may not necessarily have achieved Scholarship level yet, but 
who can demonstrate skill, enthusiasm, commitment and real talent in one or more disciplines. 
There is potential for a "Mary Skill" Award to be converted into a Scholarship as talents develop 
and strengthen.  
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A pupil can hold a Scholarship and "Mary Skill" Award at the same time in different disciplines, 
however, the maximum total fee remission (before bursary) may not exceed 20%.  
  

Which disciplines are included? 

   

Entry Year  Award Discipline 

Year 7 Felsted Scholarship or 
“Mary Skill” Award 
  
  

▪ Academic 

▪ Art 

▪ Design, Technology & Engineering (DTE) 

▪ Drama 

▪ Music 

▪ Sport - Cricket, Hockey, Netball, Rugby, 

Tennis 

Year 9 
Year 10 
Year 12 

Felsted Scholarship or 
“Mary Skill” Award 
 

▪ Academic 

▪ Art 

▪ Design, Technology & Engineering (DTE) 

▪ Drama 

▪ Music 

▪ Sport - Cricket, Hockey, Netball, Rugby, 

Tennis. Squash will also be considered 

alongside one of our core disciplines 

Year 12 Hunter Scholarship ▪ Science 

Wallis Scholarship ▪ Maths   

  

What are the benefits of an Award? 

 

Holders of Scholarships receive: 

▪ Up to a maximum of 20% off day or boarding fees per annum 
▪ Eligibility to apply for a means-tested top-up bursary 
▪ A framed certificate or tie/badge denoting their status as a Scholar 
▪ Access to specialist enrichment programmes and events, such as those offered by the 

More Academically Able (MAA) and Enrichment Programmes, Andrew Society and 
Roberts Society (Senior School Academic Societies) 

▪ Felsted Music Scholars have the benefit of up to two free music lessons per week 
▪ Pupils awarded the joint Junior Guildhall / Felsted Music Scholarship will receive up to 

20% reduction off the fees per annum, and fees paid to attend the Junior Guildhall 
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▪ Personal mentor, to oversee development 
  
Holders of “Mary Skill” Awards receive: 

▪ Up to £2000 off day or boarding fees per annum 
▪ Eligibility to apply for a means-tested top-up bursary 
▪ A framed certificate 
▪ Access to enrichment activities relevant to their discipline 
▪ Music award holders have the benefit of up to two free music lessons per week 
▪ Genuine opportunities to develop talent 
▪ Mentoring and feedback 
▪ Opportunity to be awarded a scholarship in future  

     
Senior pupils who are identified as high achievers in a number of subjects will also be invited 
to apply for the Roberts Society in Year 9 and the Andrew Society in Year 12, both of which 
offer further academic and intellectual enrichment. Members of the Roberts and Andrew 
Societies will also have rewards such as termly voucher prizes for gaining a stated number of 
commendations and an annual trip out of school, which will be cost-free to the pupil. These 
rewards will be awarded individually, based on performance and attitude. 
  

How to apply 

 

External applicants will first need to complete an online registration form, pay the registration 
fee of £125.00, sit the relevant Standard Entry assessment and be offered a place, 
demonstrating that they have achieved the minimum standard required. Applications from 
external pupils will be assessed against the minimum requirements, so it is important to 
include as much supporting information as possible, including references and letters of 
recommendation. Not all pupils will be invited for assessment. Internal pupils will be 
recommended for a Scholarship or Award by Felsted. 
 

Assessment Procedure for Year 7 

 

All Scholarship and Award assessments take place in mid-January and applicants attend an 
interview with the Headmaster or Deputy Headmaster of the Prep School. Academic and 
Music Scholarship candidates have an interview with the Headmaster or Deputy Headmaster 
of the Senior School. 
  

Academic 

  

The expectations of an applicant are high and potential as a Scholar is determined initially by 
their performance in the Standard Entrance Assessment (English, Mathematics and 
computer-based Non-Verbal Reasoning).  Potential Scholars will receive an invitation from the 
Headmaster to sit the Academic Scholarship in mid-January of the year of entry. Papers are 
set in English, Mathematics (11+ Grammar School entry standard) and Science / Logic (tests 
logic and deduction rather than scientific knowledge).   
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Art 

  

In addition to a practical assessment, applicants are asked to prepare a portfolio. This should 
include four pieces of their best work in whichever medium they prefer.  In addition, the Head 
of Department would like to see two observational drawings of still life in different mediums – 
one colour and one tonal, together with any models the applicant has made; plus information 
on favourite artists, visits to museums / galleries and future ambitions. Art portfolios should be 
delivered to the Headmaster’s office at the Prep School one week prior to the assessment. 
  

Design, Technology & Engineering (DTE) 

  

In additional to a practical assessment, applicants are asked to compile a portfolio to include 
details of favourite designers and models they have made. They must be able to discuss 
achievements to date and future ambitions.  They should also bring sketches of any other 
related materials.  Portfolios / models should be delivered to the Headmaster’s office at the 
Prep School one week prior to the assessment. 
  
Drama 

  
Applicants should prepare a piece of their choice (around 3 minutes) and be prepared to take 
part in a group work session during the assessment day.  They should also prepare a portfolio, 
which should include achievements, performances they have taken part in, visits to the theatre 
/ pantomime, favourite actors / characters and ambitions for the future. Portfolios should be 
delivered to the Headmaster’s office at the Prep School one week prior to the assessment. 
 
Music 
  
Applicants who possess genuine musical promise in two or more instruments (which may 
include voice) may be considered to take part in a Music Assessment day.  Applications are 
welcomed from all musically talented children, irrespective of formal examinations taken.  As 
a guideline, the standard is near or above the standard of the Associated Board grade 3/4, 
however applicants below this level, but who show potential should not be deterred from 
applying.  In the case of a recently begun second or third instrument, a testimonial from a 
musician or teacher of standing, confirming the applicant’s likely progress would be an 
acceptable alternative to a performance at audition.  
  
Applicants should submit a CV of achievements to date on an A4 sheet.  The audition will last 
around 45 minutes and they should prepare the following: 
  

▪ Play two contrasting pieces on their main instrument / voice and one on their subsidiary 
instrument 

▪ Play at sight on main instrument 
▪ Answer general questions on music history and musical awareness 
▪ Interview with the Director of Music 

  
An accompanist will be available and school percussion can be used for auditions. Please 
advise the Admissions Office in good time if this is required, and provide copies of music. 
  
Parents in any doubt regarding their child’s suitability to apply, are invited to contact Mr Owen 
Rees, Director of Prep School Music for an informal discussion - ocr@felsted.org.  
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Junior Guildhall / Felsted Music Scholarships  

  

The Guildhall School of Music and Drama is one of the world’s leading conservatoires; Junior 
Guildhall is a specialist Music School offering advanced training to young people between the 
ages of 4 and 18. Through the School’s partnership with Junior Guildhall, joint scholarships 
for outstanding musicians are offered.  
 
Applications are made to Felsted as for traditional scholarships; if a pupil’s audition and 
potential are considered exceptional, they will be invited to audition in London for the Junior 
Guildhall. If accepted, a Junior Guildhall / Felsted Scholar will attend the Junior Guildhall on a 
Saturday during term-time. Felsted staff will work with the pupil to ensure that no academic 
work is missed. 
   
For further details about Junior Guildhall / Felsted Music Scholarships, please either contact 
the Admissions Department (admissions@felsted.org) or the Music Department 
(musdept@felsted.org). 
  
Sport 

  

Sports Scholarships and Awards are highly competitive. At a minimum, applicants are 
expected to be playing regular A-team level sport at school and / or playing regularly at a good 
club / regional level outside of school. For tennis, applicants must have an LTA rating, which 
should be submitted on the application form. 
 
Applicants undertake skill assessments in a maximum of two individual disciplines; Cricket, 
Hockey, Netball, Rugby or Tennis, together with fitness and skills assessments. There will 
also be an interview with the Headmaster, or Deputy Headmaster and an opportunity for 
applicants to chat to our specialist sports coaches during the assessments. 
 
Other sports may be taken into consideration alongside the core disciplines, but not in 
isolation. Not all pupils will be invited to an assessment, so as much supporting information 
should be provided with the application.  
 
Applications should include: 

▪ A full sporting CV to include teams and squads in which they have played, clearly 
stating what club (s) and level they are currently playing at 

▪ Supporting references from appropriately qualified coaches 
▪ Photographs of awards, medals and action shots are welcome but not essential 
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Key Dates – Year 7 Entry 2020 

 

 Deadline for ALL applications: 

▪ Standard Entrance Assessment 

▪ Scholarship / Award Assessment 

Friday 18 October 2019 
 

Year 7 Standard Entry Assessment: Saturday 30 November 2019 
(Reserve Date Monday 2 December 2019) 

 

 Award Discipline Assessment Date 

Felsted Scholarship or “Mary 

Skill” Award 

(same assessment) 

DTE 

Sport 

Art 

Drama 

Friday 10 January 2020  

Friday 10 & Saturday 11 January 2020 

Friday 10 January 2020 

Saturday 11 January 2020 

Felsted Scholarship Academic 

Music 

Tuesday 14 January 2020 

Tuesday 14 January 2020 

“Mary Skill” Award Music Saturday 11 January 2020 
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Assessment Procedure for Years 9, 10 and 12  

 

All Scholarships take place in November, with the exception of Year 9 Academic Scholarships 
(see dates on page 10). All applicants attend an interview with the Headmaster or Deputy 
Headmaster of the Senior School. 
  
Academic 
  
The expectation of applicants is high. The potential as a Year 9 Scholar is determined initially 
by performance in the ISEB pre-testing assessment and an invitation from the Headmaster to 
sit the Academic Scholarship in mid-February of the year of entry. Papers are set in English, 
Mathematics and Science, which will be comparable to harder Common Entrance papers. 
  
Applicants who have a particular interest in Digital Learning & Technology can be considered 
under a broader Academic Scholarship. There is no separate assessment; however applicants 
should submit a CV of their achievements to date. 
  
At Year 12, potential is determined by performance in the Standard Entry assessment (Verbal 
Reasoning) and evidence of predicted GCSE grades (see application form). Applicants can 
apply in advance, but an invitation to sit for a Scholarship will be at the discretion of the 
Headmaster and takes place towards the end of November before the year of entry.  Potential 
scholars sit papers of approximately one hour duration each in two subjects of their choice, to 
be pursued at A level or the International Baccalaureate Diploma (higher level). 
  
Specialist Scholarships are available in Mathematics (Wallis) and Science (Hunter).  
Applications are welcome from high achieving candidates who wish to take Mathematics / 
Further Mathematics or two Sciences at A Level or IB and pursue the subject at university.  
  
See website for further information: 
www.felsted.org/admissions/scholarships-bursaries/hunter-wallis-scholarships. 
  
Art / Design, Technology & Engineering (DTE)  

 

Applicants may apply for one or other of these scholarships; a DTE portfolio may be offered 
in support of an application for an Art Scholarship and vice versa.  
  
The Art assessment lasts up to 1½ hours. Applicants must submit: 
  

▪ A portfolio of work, including at least three separate projects, plus back-up work. There 
should be a range of both observational and experimental pieces. This must also 
include work pursued by the applicant during their own time and not just work set during 
lessons 

▪ A sketch book 
▪ On the assessment day the applicant will be asked to produce a drawing, probably 

from ‘still life’ 
▪ Subject interview with the Head of Art 
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Although there is no written paper on the 'History of Art' - only verbal questioning - it is 
expected that Art Scholars should have been to art galleries and studied works by major 
artists, in whom they have a special interest. 
  
  The DTE assessment lasts up to 1½ hours. Applicants must submit: 
  

▪ A portfolio of work, including at least three separate projects (both graphical and 
practical would be helpful; pictures of practical work are acceptable) 

▪ The applicant will be set a design task: they may, for example be given some 
background information and a design brief and asked to develop ideas and a solution 
on paper 

▪ Subject interview with the Head of Design, Technology and Engineering 
  
External applicants should deliver Art and DTE portfolios to the Senior School Reception, and 
internal Year 8 pupils to the Prep School Reception.  They must be delivered one week prior 
to the assessment. 
  
Drama 

  

Applicants will be expected to have an active interest in Drama and, where appropriate have 
played leading roles in school and / or other productions. Potential Scholars will be expected 
to make a significant contribution at Felsted. 
  
Applicants should submit a CV of achievements to date on an A4 sheet. The audition will last 
around 30 minutes and will comprise: 
  

▪ Performance of two prepared monologues up to two minutes each (one selected by 
the pupil and one selected by Felsted School) 

▪ Subject interview with the Director of Performing Arts 
  
The audition piece selected by the School should be thoroughly prepared and rehearsed. It 
needs to have a very powerful emotional impact, and applicants should think carefully about 
how they will use the stage space for their performance. The piece also needs variety of pace, 
tone and volume. The interview with the Director of Performing Arts is based on the applicant’s 
interest in and experience of theatre, and their choice of audition piece. 
  
Music 

  

The procedure follows the same format for Year 7 (see page 4), although as a guideline the 
standard is near or above the standard of the Associated Board grade 5/6. However, an 
applicant should not be deterred if they have not yet achieved this level, as potential is also of 
great importance. 
  
Parents in any doubt regarding their child’s suitability to apply, are invited to contact Mr Will 
Warns, Director of Music for an informal discussion.  Initially, he can be contacted by email at 
wjw@felsted.org. 
  
Junior Guildhall / Felsted Music Scholarships 
  
The procedure is the same as for Year 7 (see page 5). 
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Sport 

  

Scholarships are available to applicants of outstanding sporting ability and achievement. They 
should be able to show talent in at least two of the School’s major team sports: Cricket, 
Hockey, Netball, Rugby and Tennis. They will normally have played at representative level 
in at least one of these.  Squash will be considered if an applicant also offers one of these 
disciplines. Other sports will be considered on a discretionary basis and may be used to 
strengthen an application.  
  
Applicants should submit the following: 
  

▪ A full sporting CV to include teams and squads in which they have played, clearly 
stating whether they have reached County, Regional or National level 

▪ Supporting references from appropriately qualified coaches 
▪ Any relevant media evidence 

  
They will be invited to: 
  

▪ Engage in a series of general physical tests, which will assess such areas as speed, 
agility, coordination and muscular endurance 

▪ Take part in assessments in their chosen sports 
▪ Interview with the Director of Sport about experience, knowledge and interest in sport 
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Key Dates – Year 9,10 and Year 12 Entry 2020 

 

Deadline for Year 9 & 10 applications Monday 23 September 2019 

Year 9 and 10 Standard Entry Assessment Tuesday 8 October 2019 

Sixth Form Open Morning Saturday 12 October 2019 

Deadline for Year 12 applications Monday 21 October 2019 

Year 12 Standard Entry Assessment Monday 4/ Wednesday 6 November 2019                 
(choice of morning or afternoon ) 

Sixth Form Subject Fair Friday 8 November 2019 

  

Award Assessment Dates Discipline Assessment Date 

Year 12 Academic Thursday 14 November 2019 

Year 9  Sport Monday 18 November 2019 

Year 12 Sport Tuesday 19 November 2019 

Year 9, 10 and 12   Drama 

Music 

Wednesday 20 November 2019 

Year 9, 10 and 12  Art 
DTE 
  

Thursday 21 November 2019 

Year 9  Academic Monday 24 February 2020 

  

For the Senior School, all external applicants undertake the Year 9, 10, or 12 Scholarship 
assessment. As a result, an applicant may be awarded either a Scholarship or an Award. 
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In exceptional circumstances, deadlines may be waived and assessments held on alternative 
dates. This is dependent on availability of key staff involved in the assessments. 
 

How are award levels decided? 

 

Assessments are carried out by specialist subject staff / coaches and award levels are 
determined by a combination of factors including: 
  

▪ Previous experience and achievements 
▪ Performance in the assessments 
▪ Interview 
▪ Demonstration of commitment, passion and potential in the chosen 

discipline(s) 
  
Taking part in an assessment does not guarantee an award, however it is an enjoyable and 
rewarding experience and an excellent opportunity to demonstrate skills and gain valuable 
feedback. Decisions on all awards are made by the Headmaster in consultation with the Head 
of Admissions.     
 

How long is an award valid for? 

 

In most cases a Scholarship or Award will be valid throughout a pupil’s duration at the School, 
subject to continuous feedback and an annual review. 
  
For all co-curricular (non-academic) awards given in Year 7, performance is reviewed by the 
Head of Department prior to entry to the Senior School at age 13; whereby an Award may be 
upgraded to a Scholarship.  Awards will be continued into the Senior School at the discretion 
of the Headmaster and subject to a review of progress and sustained high standards of effort 
and attainment. The Award may lapse where the reason for the Award is no longer relevant: 
for example where a skill or interest is no longer pursued by the pupil. 
 
For Year 7 Academic Scholars, the Headmaster reviews the pupil’s Year 8 performance and 
end-of-year examination results in order to confirm continuation of the Scholarship into the 
Senior School. The level is assessed alongside external 13+ scholarship applicants. 
  
All Felsted Scholars and holders of Awards are expected to uphold the highest standards of 
effort, attitude and behaviour at all times. If they fall below the required level of commitment, 
an award may be removed. 
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Financial Assistance 

 

Felsted has a long tradition of providing assistance with the cost of school fees to pupils whose 
families do not have the resources to cover the cost of their education, but who would gain 
great benefit from the educational experience that Felsted can offer. 
 
Requests for financial support usually fall into one of the following categories: 
  
Top-Up Bursary: for applicants who have been awarded a Felsted Scholarship or a Felsted 
Award, but whose parents are unable to afford the full fees. All bursaries are means-tested. 
  
Open Bursary: for applicants whose families would otherwise be unable to consider the 
School due to their financial circumstances. Up to two open bursaries may be offered each 
year to day or boarding pupils entering Year 7, 9 or 12, who we consider will benefit most from 
the opportunity and who are in the greatest financial need. Up to 100% support is available 
dependent on financial means. 
  
Hardship Bursary: for existing pupils where an unforeseen change in parent circumstances 
has resulted in difficulty in meeting the full fees, and would otherwise result in the child being 
withdrawn part way through an academic stage of a Felsted education.  
  
All bursary applications are reviewed on a means-tested basis.  Applications for the Open 
Bursary should be submitted once a formal offer has been made, and by 31 January 2020 for 
September 2020 entry.  Applications for a Top-up Bursary should be submitted once an Award 
has been offered; the deadline for submission will be advised at the time of offer. Not all 
applicants will be awarded a bursary. Recipients of bursary support will be subject to an annual 
review. 
  
Please note bursarial support is not available for applicants who are in receipt of a 
Standard Entry place. 
  
For further details, please read the Felsted Bursary Policy, which can be found on our website. 
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Where can I get information? 

 

www.felsted.org/admissions/scholarships-bursaries 
www.felsted.org/admissions/bursaries 
  

UK Admissions 
Year 7 Entry 

Mrs Susan Godfrey 
Prep Registrar 

+44 (0)1371 822611                         
prepadmissions@felsted.org 

UK Admissions 
Year 9 / 10 / 12 Entry 

Mrs Ruth Wyganowski 
Head of Admissions / 
Senior Registrar 

+44 (0)1371 822605 
senioradmissions@felsted.org 

International 
Admissions 
 

Miss Gemma Kilby 
International Registrar 

+44 (0)1371 822608 
internationaladmissions@felsted.org 

Bursaries Mr Andrew Clayton 
Bursar 
Mrs Sharon Brook 
PA to the Bursar 

+44 (0)1371 822621 
bursar@felsted.org 
+44 (0)1371 822621 
burspa@felsted.org 
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Notes and Conditions 

 

1. All applicants must register online for entry to the School (registration fee £125.00) prior to taking 
the Standard Entrance Assessment and before any Scholarship Assessments. 

2. They should have completed and secured a Standard Entrance place and ensure that they meet 
the minimum standards specified for each discipline. 

3. A supporting confidential reference will be requested from the applicant’s current school. 
4. Both UK and International applicants are eligible to apply for Scholarships. 
5. Applicants may be entered for one or more Scholarships but not both Art and Design, Technology 

and Engineering (Years 9, 10 and 12 entry). 
6. Owing to the expectations of scholars, Scholarships may not normally be held in both Music and 

Drama from Year 9 upwards. A Year 7 pupil may be awarded a Performing Arts Award, recognising 
ability in both Music and Drama, and can audition in both for the Senior School. 

7. Pupils who are awarded a Scholarship from Year 9 upwards are expected, under normal 
circumstances, to continue at Felsted School and to take 'A' Levels or the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma. Parents of scholars who leave Felsted prior to taking 'A' Levels or the 
International Baccalaureate may, at the Governors' discretion, be asked to repay the financial 
benefit of the award. 

8. Academic Scholars are not only expected to produce outstanding work, but are also required to set 
standards and provide academic and co-curricular leadership for their contemporaries in the 
School. 

9. It is expected that all Academic Scholars will be capable, if they so wish, of proceeding to Oxford, 
Cambridge, a top UK or overseas university or a leading degree apprenticeship post Felsted. To 
this end, it is expected that all scholars will participate fully in academic and other enrichment 
programmes, as required. 

10. An annual review is held and all awards are renewable subject to satisfactory levels of commitment, 
behaviour and attainment. 

11. Should the parents of a successful applicant decide that they do not need the financial benefit of 
the Scholarship; the School would appreciate if they were to waive the right to such benefit. The 
successful applicant would retain the honour and status of a scholar, but the money could be saved 
to benefit those whose need is greater. Any such parents should speak to the Bursar as soon as 
possible. 

12. The Scholarship application form must be returned by the due date. The reference from the 
applicant’s current school will be requested at this time. 

13. Parents of successful applicants must complete the Final Confirmation of Entry Form for admission 
to the School, along with the appropriate confirmation deposit. 

14. From Year 9, a pupil can aggregate an Academic Scholarship with one of the following; Art, Design 
Technology and Engineering, Drama, Music or Sport Scholarship, up to a maximum of 20% total 
fee remission.  Applicants gaining more than one scholarship will be known as a scholar in each 
category. 

15. External applicants who are awarded a Scholarship must enter the School at the start of the next 
academic year. 

16. Decisions on all Awards are made by the Headmaster in consultation with the Head of Admissions 
and based on departmental criteria. 

  Updated July 2019 


