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INTRODUCTION

FELSTED SCHOOL  I IB DIPLOMA SUBJECT GUIDE 2019-2020

A challenging and globally
recognised academic
programme

Elite but not exclusive, 
the IB Diploma affords a
tremendously exciting
opportunity for young
people to challenge
themselves. It is a
privilege to offer a course
which educates the whole
person, and prepares
pupils to be the 
global citizens of the
future.

“
“

Felsted is one of a growing number of schools in the UK to have
embraced the International Baccalaureate Diploma as an
alternative to A-Levels. Our experience in the teaching of this
demanding and stimulating programme means that today’s
Felsted pupils are well placed to make the most of all the IB has to
offer.

Recognised all over the world, the IB is a direct route into British
and international universities, and offers excellent preparation for
tertiary education. The intellectual rigour of the IB Programme,
coupled with the breadth of co-curricular opportunities and
Felsted’s vibrant international ethos, prepares pupils to take a full
part in the world beyond School, wherever their IB qualification
may take them.

The International Baccalaureate Organisation aims to develop
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people, who help to
create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural
understanding and respect. The IB encourages pupils across the
world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners,
through challenge and rigorous assessment.

Sarah Capewell
Deputy Head (Academic)
src@felsted.org

Contact Details Academic Office
01371 822 678

Deputy Head (Academic) Mrs S Capewell 
src@felsted.org

Director of IB Mrs K Woodhouse 
klw@felsted.org

Director of Professional Guidance Ms L Scofield 
lms@felsted.org

Head of English as an Mrs D Guerrero 
Additional Language dkg@felsted.org

Head of Support for Learning Mr J Hipkin 
jwh@felsted.org

Admissions Registrar Mrs R Wyganowski
senioradmissions@felsted.org

International Miss G Kilby
Admissions Registrar intadmissions@felsted.org
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

Why study the IB?
The IB at Felsted prepares pupils for:

University – The intellectual
breadth and moral challenge of the
Diploma gives IB pupils a vital edge
when it comes to university
applications and future career
success. It is a well-respected
qualification that is recognised
world-wide.

Life – The holistic approach of the
IB encourages pupils to be tolerant
and open-minded, compassionate
and principled. It promotes risk-
taking and reflection, so pupils are
confident and creative and have the
integrity and skills to succeed in a
global economy.

Living – Studying both literature 
and at least one foreign language,
Felsted IB pupils are excellent
communicators – articulate on paper
as well as in person. The emphasis
on Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)
encourages pupils to appreciate the
need for a healthy balance of
physical and mental activity that will
stand them in good stead for adult
life.

Learning – Intellectually curious, IB
pupils are almost twice as likely as
their A-Level and equivalent peers
to pursue further full-time study‡.
The 4,000-word Extended Essay
and the Theory of Knowledge
element promote independent and
critical thinking.

Leadership – IB pupils are more
likely to be employed in graduate-
level jobs, and command higher
salaries than their non-IB peers‡. 

Literate and numerate, linguistically
and scientifically able, IB pupils are
tremendously versatile and can
demonstrate talents that are highly
sought-after in today’s world.

IB Examinations,
Marking and
University Entrance
Although most subjects have an
element of coursework in them,
assessment is mainly by terminal
examinations, sat in May of the
Upper Sixth year. There are no
external examinations in the first
year, giving pupils more time to
study free from exam pressure.
Furthermore, the publication of
results early in July gives IB pupils a
head start when pursuing their
university places or future careers.

IB Marking
Each main subject is awarded
points, up to a maximum of 7. A
further 3 points is added for Theory
of Knowledge and the Extended
Essay, giving a possible total of 45.
(This maximum is achieved annually
by only a handful of pupils
worldwide). 

Although it is not always possible to
give an exact equivalence between
Diploma Points and A-Level grades, 
here is some guidance: at Higher 
Level, 7 points is seen as equivalent
to an A* at A-Level, 6 as A/A*
borderline, 5 as A. At Standard
Level, which is sometimes seen as
being between AS and A2 level, a 7

is regarded as equivalent to an A, a
6 as a B and a 5 as borderline B/C.
So a pupil who achieves a 6 in all 6
subjects could be seen as equivalent
to someone with 2 A*, 2 A and 2 B
grades. However such comparisons
are invidious, since they do not take
into account the core, nor recognise
that the two courses are
fundamentally different; A-Levels
are effectively a qualification,
whereas the IB Diploma is more of a
preparation.

University Entrance
Typically, 33 or 34 points are seen as
equivalent to a standard AAB or
ABB offer from a university. Most
Russell Group universities are
currently asking for between 32 and
37 points for access to most
courses; Oxbridge offers generally
range from 39-41 points. If you
intend to study abroad, often it is
enough simply to have followed the
Diploma Programme, and a ‘pass’ is
likely to gain you acceptance at 
many prestigious universities in
Europe, Asia and America, although
American universities will probably
require you to take their own SATS
tests in addition to either A-Levels
or IB.

‡ Research published by the Higher Education Statistics Agency in 2011
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THE IB LEARNER PROFILE

FELSTED SCHOOL  I IB DIPLOMA SUBJECT GUIDE 2019-2020

Pupils study six subjects, of which at least three are taken at Higher Level and the others at Standard Level.
They also must complete the ‘Core’. This gives a broad knowledge base and the ability to choose an almost
infinite number of career paths; some examples can be found below.

 Ⅴ Inquirers

 Ⅴ Knowledgeable

 Ⅴ Thinkers

 Ⅴ Communicators

 Ⅴ Principled

 Ⅴ Caring

 Ⅴ Open-minded

 Ⅴ Risk-takers

 Ⅴ Balanced

 Ⅴ Reflective

®

 

   

   

   

   

   

EXAMPLES Potential Lawyer Potential Doctor All Rounder

    Subject  1 English HL English SL English SL

Subject  2 German HL Spanish SL French HL

Subject  3 History HL Economics SL Geography HL

Subject  4 Chemistry SL Biology HL Sports Science SL

Subject  5 Maths Studies SL Maths HL Maths SL

Subject  6 Music SL Chemistry HL Art HL

IB Learner Profile

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally
minded learners who strive to be: 

Tailored Specialisms
The Diploma offers specialism and we as breadth – the range of combinations is staggering.
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THE FELSTED IB CURRICULUM

Languages can be studied at one 
of three levels:

1. Language A is normally the 
pupil’s native language. There 
are various options: in German, 
for example, Language A is a 
Literature course; in English, 
Language A is a Language and 
Literature course. 
There is also Language A Self-
Study, for pupils whose native 
language is not one which 
Felsted teaches. Self-study may 
only be taken at Standard Level.

2. Language B is designed to be 
the study of a foreign language. 
In consequence, much of the 
course consists in developing 
language skills, and learning 
about the culture of the country
whose language is being 
studied. It should not normally 
be taken by a native speaker of 
that language.

3. Ab Initio is designed for those 
who wish to start a new 
language. ‘Ab Initio’ courses are 
designed specifically for pupils 
with little or no experience of 
the language in question.

Maths may be studied at Higher or
Standard level. There are two
different courses available: Analysis
and Approaches or Applications
and Interpretation.

Sciences include Nature of
Science, Sports, Exercise and Health
Science and also Design
Technology, alongside the
traditional Biology, Physics and
Chemistry. It should be noted that
the IB Diploma programme does
not allow for a pupil to follow three
science subjects.

The other subjects offered cover a
range of Humanities and Arts
which can be taken in any
combination provided there are
sufficient pupils to form a viable set,
and provided that one of the
subjects is a Humanity. Very
occasionally, it may be possible to
follow a course outside normal
lesson time.

Felsted pupils have a wide choice of subjects. However, within the Diploma, they must include two Languages, a
Science, a Humanity and some Maths.

The IB allowed me
to get to the
university of my
choice without
compromising my
option of further
study.

Danielle, 
English IB student

“ “
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SUBJECT CHOICES

FELSTED SCHOOL  I IB DIPLOMA SUBJECT GUIDE 2019-2020

To study a Higher Level subject, a pupil will normally have achieved at least grade 6 in the relevant GCSE or
equivalent and we would recommend 7-9. For Standard Level a 6 or higher is advised, although pupils may be
accepted with a 4 or 5.  

Please choose one option from each group (3 at Higher Level and 3 at Standard Level). This is in addition to the Core:

CAS (Creativity, Activity & Service), EE (Extended Essay) and Theory of Knowledge. Please refer to the notes below

when choosing.

Note: We reserve the right to withdraw a course if fewer than five students wish to take it. We will aim to advise students whether
a course is able to run or not by the May preceding the start of the course.

*For German, Austrian and Swiss University systems, these subjects may only be taken as an elective subject, not as your Lang B/
Science option. Nature of Science is not allowable. Please discuss your choices carefully with us if you are considering applying to
university in one of these countries.

** These electives are based on the most popular options. If you wish to take a different Science, Language or Humanities subject as
an elective please indicate this on your option form but we cannot guarantee availability.

1 It is likely that only one of Sport, Health and Exercise Science and Nature of Science will run.

Students are not able to take two ab initio languages.

     Group 1               Group 2               Group 3               Group 4                Group 5               Group 6

Language             Language             Humanities          Sciences                Maths                   Arts / 
A                           (Other)                                                                                                      Elective**
                                                                                                                  
English A:              English A:              Economics             Biology                  Maths Analysis      Music
Language               Language               HL/SL                     HL/SL                     & Approaches       HL/SL
and Lit.                  and Lit.                                                                                HL/SL
HL/SL                     SL only                                                                                                         

German A:             English B               Geography             Chemistry              Maths                    Visual Art
Literature               HL only                 HL/SL                     HL/SL                     Applications &      HL/SL
HL/SL                                                                                                             Interpretation       
                                                                                                                           HL/SL

Italian A:               French B                History                  Physics                                                  Biology
Literature               HL/SL                    HL/SL                     HL/SL                                                   HL/SL
HL/SL
                                                                                                                                                       
Self-taught             German B              Philosophy            Design                                                  Economics
Language A           HL/SL                    HL/SL                     Technology*                                        HL/SL
SL only                                                                               HL/SL
                                                                                                                       
                               Spanish B             Psychology            Nature of                                             French B
                               HL/SL                   HL/SL                     Science*1                                                         HL/SL
                                                                                           SL only
                                                                                          
                                                             
                               Latin                                                   Sports, Health                                      Spanish 
                               HL/SL                                                  & Exercise                                            ab initio*
                                                                                            Science*1                                             SL
                                                                                            SL only                   

                               Italian 
                               ab Initio* SL                                                                                                     
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THE CORE

1. An Extended Essay (EE)

2. Theory of Knowledge (ToK)

3. Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)

Extended Essay: Pupils write an essay of 4,000 words on a topic of
their choice. Normally this would be undertaken in one of the subjects
they are studying, but it must be something beyond the bounds of the
syllabus. Although they are supervised by a teacher, the EE is largely
their own work.

Theory of Knowledge: A mixture of philosophy and critical
thinking. Pupils are invited to explore connections between the various
subjects they are studying, and to consider the key question, ‘How do I
know what I know?’ ToK is assessed via an essay and an oral
presentation. 

A pupil’s performance on the EE and ToK is worth up to 3 points
towards the Diploma. However, failure to complete either part to a
satisfactory standard is a failing condition of the Diploma.

Creativity, Activity and Service: It is expected that IB pupils will
develop outside the classroom. They must undertake something
creative, do something active, and show some element of service in the
course of the two years. They must keep a reflective journal showing
what they have done and how they feel about it. Although there are no
Diploma points for CAS, failure to complete this part of the Programme
is a failing condition. 

The Core is what sets the IBDP apart from other courses. 
All IB pupils must complete the following three core elements: The breadth and

intensity of the IB
course was an ideal
preparation for the
strains and stresses
of university life; 
I learned to cope
with pressure and
to think for myself.

“ “
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THE CORE

FELSTED SCHOOL  I IB DIPLOMA SUBJECT GUIDE 2019-2020

The Extended Essay

The Extended Essay offers IB pupils the opportunity to develop their
research skills by embarking on a project of their own. With support
from a supervisor, they choose a topic to investigate, usually in one of
the disciplines they are studying already, but going beyond the bounds
of the syllabus, and produce a formal essay of 4,000 words for external
assessment. This is a skill which really impresses universities! 

The bulk of the work for the extended essay is done during the
Summer Holidays in LVI, with a view to completing the essay by the
start of November.

The IB definitely
helped me get into
Oxford. Oxbridge is
all about constantly
expanding your
knowledge and
drawing links
between seemingly
opposing areas of
knowledge and
understanding
those relationships.
The IB meets that
perfectly in having
so many subjects to
choose from and
allowing you to
follow your own
interests with the
Extended Essay 
and Internal
Assessments.

“

The different
activities Felsted
offers you to
complete the CAS
element was so
helpful when
applying to
university or work
experience.

“

Creativity, Activity, Service

As detailed in the introduction, the IB Diploma includes the
compulsory element of CAS. Pupils complete activities focused on
creativity, activity and service, and produce a reflective diary which is
submitted for assessment. CAS activities can be carried out during the
holidays as well as at school, and pupils are encouraged to challenge
themselves by doing something they have not tried before e.g. learning
a new instrument, bungee-jumping, working in a Day Centre… the
possibilities are endless, and really help pupils to develop a rounded
personality by broadening their experience.

“

“
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What is Theory of Knowledge?
It is a cross between philosophy
and critical thinking. Pupils are
invited to consider ‘How do I
know what I know?’ and to make
connections between the various
different subjects they study.

The course is structured around
Ways of Knowing and Areas of
Knowledge; and elements of ToK
are embedded within each
individual subject as well. Pupils
become aware of their status as
Knowers and of the relationship
between Personal Knowledge
and Shared Knowledge. They
reflect upon the extent to
which knowledge is acquired
via Language, Perception,
Reason, Emotion, Memory,
Instinct, Imagination and Faith,
and question what Knowledge
actually is. They then 

apply this to Areas of Knowledge 
such as Maths, Natural Sciences,
Human Sciences, History, The Arts
and Ethics, with an additional unit
on Indigenous Knowledge
Systems and Religious
Knowledge Systems.

The course is delivered by a team
of teachers.

Theory of Knowledge

The glue that binds the
whole IBDP together.“

“

Theory of Knowledge

Excellent Good Satisfactory Mediocre Elementary Not
Submitted

A B C D E
E
X Excellent (A) 3 3 2 2 1 N

T
E Good (B) 3 2 1 1 F N

N
D Satisfactory (C) 2 1 1 0 F N

E 
D Mediocre (D) 2 1 0 0 F N

E
S Elementary (E) 1 F F F F N

S
A Not Submitted N N N N N N

Y

Assessment

One essay and one oral
presentation are normally
completed by Christmas in the
Upper Sixth year.

Together with the Extended Essay,
ToK can earn the candidate up to 3
Diploma Points. More importantly,
failure to produce work in ToK, or
producing work of an unacceptable
standard is a failing condition of the
Diploma, regardless of how many
points have been scored elsewhere.

This table shows the
relationship between
ToK, the Extended
Essay and Diploma
Points.

The rigour and diversity
of the IB gave me a head
start over my
contemporaries. Even
ToK has proved to be
incredibly useful, giving
me opportunity to
change from Geography
to Philosophy for my
finals.

“
“
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THE CURRICULUM
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Languages – General

Languages can be studied at one of three levels:

1. Language A is normally the pupil’s native language. There 
are various options: in German and Italian, Language A is a 
Literature course; in English, Language A is a Language and 
Literature course. There is also Language A Self-Study, for pupils 
whose native language is not one which Felsted teaches. Self-study
may only be taken at Standard Level.

2. Language B is designed to be the study of a foreign language. In 
consequence, much of the course consists in developing language 
skills, and learning about the culture of the country whose 
language is being studied. It should not normally be taken by 
a native speaker of that language.

3. Ab Initio courses are designed for those who wish to start a new 
language. It is designed specifically for pupils with little or no 
experience of the language in question.

*Minimum numbers required

Language Options

Twitter: @MFLDep

Language A German (Literature) 
English (Language and 
Literature) 
Italian (Literature)

Self-study: Any other 
language, subject to IB 
approval. Pupils 
taking a self-study 
language option are 
supported by a member 
of staff as they follow 
what is effectively a 
literature course in their 
own native language. 
It is only available at 
Standard Level.

Language B* English (HL only)
German, French, 
Spanish, Latin (all at HL 
and SL)

Ab Initio (SL) Spanish
Italian*
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GROUP 1

Why study literature?
Literature affords a unique insight into
the culture and traditions of a nation.
Studying the great writers of the past
and more recent authors goes a long
way to explaining a nation’s history
and heritage in an imaginative and
enjoyable manner; while engaging in
literary analysis enables pupils to
understand better the mechanics of
the language and to develop their own
oral and written communication skills.

Most languages courses at universities
contain a strong element of literature,
so this provides an excellent
introduction to tertiary education.
Furthermore, the study of world
literature texts means that pupils
begin to see their own native literature
in a global context, and to appreciate
diverse cultural values.

How good must I be?
Pupils who take this course will often
have varied language profiles,
depending on their country of origin,
and may be multilingual. As such there
is no specific qualification, although
the majority of pupils will follow the
course in their mother tongue.

The Language A Literature course is
divided into four parts, each with a
particular focus.

Part 1
Works in translation

Part 2
Detailed study

Part 3
Literary genres

Part 4
Options 
(in which works are freely chosen)

Language A Literature

Language A Literature courses all follow the same basic pattern, with
the set texts varying according to the language being studied. The
course outline below applies to German, French, Italian and Spanish A
Literature courses.

Through the study of a wide range of literature, this course encourages pupils to
appreciate the artistry of literature and to develop an ability to reflect critically
on their reading. Works are studied in their literary and cultural contexts, through
close study of individual texts and passages, and by considering a range of
critical approaches.

‘Comprehensive communication in a cultural context’
Assessment

Higher Level

External assessment 70%

Paper 1

Literary commentary (20%)
Two passages: one prose, one
poetry.
Pupils choose one and write a
literary commentary. 

Paper 2

Essay (25%)
Three questions for each literary
genre.
In response to one question pupils
write an essay based on at least
two works studied in part 3. 

Written assignment (25%)
Pupils submit a reflective statement
and literary essay on one work
studied in part 1.
The essay must be 1,200–1,500
words in length; the reflective
statement 300–400 words.

Internal assessment 30%

This component is internally
assessed by the teacher and
externally moderated by the IB at
the end of the course.

Individual oral commentary

and discussion (20 minutes) (15%)
Formal oral commentary on poetry
studied in part 2 with subsequent
questions (10 minutes) followed by
a discussion based on one of the
other part 2 works (10 minutes).

Individual oral presentation 

(10–15 minutes) (15%)
The presentation is based on works
studied in part 4. It is internally
assessed and externally moderated
through the part 2 internal
assessment task. 

*See over for Standard Level.
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GROUP 1
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Pupils may study a language which
we do not teach at Felsted. They will
follow a programme essentially similar
to the Standard Level course outlined
here. For 50% of the lesson time they
are supported by a member of staff,
who will help them develop the
requisite analytical skills by guiding 
them through the works in translation

part of the course. However, pupils
also undertake a good deal of study
on their own. There are specific
arrangements for assessment of their
oral capabilities, while their written
work is assessed in exactly the same
way as in a taught course. The three
internal assessment components are
submitted to the IB for marking.

Language A Literature: Self-Study Language (Standard Level Only)

Assessment

Standard Level

External assessment 70%

Paper 1

Guided literary analysis (20%) 
Two passages: one prose, one
poetry.
Pupils choose one and write a
guided literary analysis in response
to two questions.

Paper 2

Essay (25%)
Three questions for each literary
genre.
In response to one question pupils
write an essay based on at least
two works studied in part 3. 

Written assignment (25%) 
Pupils submit a reflective statement
and literary essay on one of the
works studied in part 1.
The essay must be 1,200–1,500
words in length; the reflective
statement 300–400 words.

Internal assessment 30%

This component is internally
assessed by the teacher and
externally moderated by the IB at
the end of the course.

Individual oral commentary 

(10 minutes) (15%) 
Pupils present a formal oral
commentary and answer
subsequent questions on an extract
from a work studied in part 2. 

Individual oral presentation 

(10–15 minutes) (15%) 
The presentation is based on works
studied in part 4. It is internally
assessed and externally moderated
through the part 2 internal
assessment task. 

IB Subject Guide 2019-20.qxp  17/08/2018  09:23  Page 12
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English A Language and Literature

Assessment

Written Tasks: Pupils attempt a
‘written task 1’ on each of the
language elements and on at least
one of the literature elements. Higher
Level pupils attempt a written task 1
on all four elements. Of these,
Standard Level candidates submit 
one for assessment; HL candidates
submit two, of which one will be a
‘written task 2’. Written task 1 is
essentially a creative response to
what has been studied in class, with a
rationale explaining what the pupil is
intending to do. Written task 2 is a
critical response to a text studied in
class, based on one of six questions
prescribed by the Board. All written
tasks must be between 800-1000
words in length, plus a rationale of
between 200-300 words.

Further Oral Activities: these may
take a number of different formats
e.g. presentations, debates,
discussions, skits, etc.; but they must
demonstrate a pupil’s understanding
of the course content. Each pupil
must do at least two oral activities,
which are internally assessed; and
must write a reflective statement on
the activity. The best mark achieved in
these activities will be sent to the
Board, and is worth 15% of the final
grade. Other marks for the
assessment are weighted as follows:

Paper 1
Unseen textual analysis 
(or comparison at HL) 25% 

Paper 2
Essay on two texts in their 
contexts (or three at HL) 25% 

Written Task(s): 
One written task 1 submitted 
(or one each of written task 
1 and 2 at HL)              20%

Individual Oral Commentary: 
10-minute commentary on extract
from one of two prescribed texts 
(or three at HL). One internal 
and one externally assessed 30%

The English A Language and Literature course is divided 
into two halves of equal weight:

1. Language consists of two parts:
a. Language in a cultural context; assessed via exam paper 1, 

a written task 1 and further oral activities

b. Language and mass communication; assessed via exam paper 1, 
written task 1 and further oral activities

Pupils study a wide range of texts, drawn mainly from non-fictional sources,
such as media, journals, biography, diaries, speeches, reports, and including
visual texts such as cartoons and advertisements, as well as blogs and other
computer texts. In the examination, pupils respond analytically to one unseen
text (at HL pupils are required to compare/ contrast two unseen texts).

2. Literature consists of two parts:
a. Texts and Contexts; assessed via exam paper 2, a written task 

and critical study

b. Individual Oral Commentary; assessed via a written task 1

Pupils study two texts for the written examination (three texts for HL pupils)
and a further two texts (three for HL pupils) for the Individual Oral Commentary.
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Why study 
another language?
Communication and understanding of
others lie at the heart of the IBO
mission statement. Studying another
language and its culture in depth
helps broaden your outlook and
prepare you for the ever-changing
world you will face when you leave
school. Fostering international co-
operation will be essential, and a
good grasp of a second language is
fundamental in achieving this.

Whichever language you choose, you
will develop your

Communication and 
intrapersonal skills 
Comprehension and 
production of a variety of text 
styles
Ability to make articulate 
presentations
Refinement of research and 
analytical skills
In-depth knowledge of a variety 
of other cultures and societies 
and of international affairs.

How good must I be?
If you wish to study another language
at HL, we recommend 7 or above
at GCSE. For SL, a 5 at GCSE is
generally sufficient, while to take up a
language ab initio, no previous
knowledge is required.

Course structure 
Core: All languages studied follow
the compulsory core, with topics
common at both levels, and divided
into three areas.
1. Communication and media
2. Global issues
3. Social relationships

Options: in addition, at both SL and
HL, teachers select two from the
following five options:
1. Cultural diversity 
2. Customs and traditions
3. Health
4. Leisure
5. Science and technology

At Higher level pupils also read two

works of literature, chosen from the
prescribed list of authors.

Language (other) – French, German, Italian and Spanish

French, German, Spanish and Latin can all be taken at Standard Level or
Higher Level. English is available at Higher Level only. Spanish and Italian
are also offered as an Ab Initio standard level course (in Groups 6 and 2
respectively – see page 6).

Assessment

Standard and Higher Level

External assessment 70%

Two examinations, testing 
reading and writing skills (50%)

One written assignment (20%) 

Internal assessment 30%

Two oral activities, internally 
assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by the IB.

HL pupils face a greater number of
texts and must produce more
lengthy responses, in addition to
studying literature, which is tested
via the written assignment.

‘Sprichst tu el mio language’
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GROUP 2

Why study Latin?
The rewards offered by studying Latin
are immense – an appreciation of our
own language, the development of
analytical and evaluative skills, an
understanding of the impact Latin has
had on the language, history and
culture of so much of Europe and the
ability to make informed responses
based on a range of evidence, are 
some of the joys of this subject.

There are many university courses
involving Latin and other Classical
subjects. Employers value Classicists
not only for their rigorous academic
discipline, but also for their ability to
think laterally, clearly and rationally.
Classics graduates enter the jobs
market with specific, practical,
intellectual and theoretical skills.
Potential careers are manifold: Law,
Finance, Accountancy, Civil Service,
Media, Publishing and Teaching, to
name but a few.

Course structure 
The foundation of all Romance
languages and the origin of so much
in the way of culture and tradition
throughout Europe, Latin is as
relevant today as in the days it was
spoken. It may be taken at Higher or
Standard Level. 

The course is divided into three
components:

Study of the language (35%)

Genre study (45%)

Genre texts:
a) Vergil – selections from

Aeneid 12; Eclogues
b) Love Poetry – selections from

Catullus; Horace; Ovid

Individual study (20%)

For the first of these, you study one
or two prescribed authors in order to
develop your language skills. You will
be required to translate a passage by
that author in the examination.

For the second, you embark on a
detailed study of two genres in the
original Latin (supplemented by
reading in translation), and respond to
extracts from the texts in the
examination.

The individual study involves
compiling a research dossier relating
to a topic in classical history,
literature, religion, mythology, art or
archaeology, or some other aspect of
classical influence.

Wherever suitable, there will be
opportunities to attend relevant study
days and to go on trips, for example
to Rome in the Upper Sixth year.

Language (other) – Latin

Assessment

Latin is assessed via two
examinations at the end of the
course.

Paper 1 35%

Translation from a Latin text by an
author you have studied (Ovid or
Cicero).

Paper 2 45%

Responding to questions based on
specific passages chosen from the
texts you have studied.

Research dossier 20%

which is internally assessed and
externally moderated by the IB.

Twitter: @ClassicsFelsted

‘Fons et origo mundi’

How good must I be?
It is vital that you have achieved a good
GCSE pass (or similar) in Latin to be able to
study Latin IB. Individual pupils will be
assessed on their merits.
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Why study Economics?
Economics is perhaps the most
immediately relevant of the
Humanities, in the sense that you are
dealing with everyday issues, such as
market forces, inflation, unemployment
and globalisation, all of which impact
on your day-to-day life. Studying some
of the theories which drive the world’s
political strategies, seeing how they
affect the ordinary person,
understanding the reality behind
headlines in the news – Economics is
an exciting introduction to the world
beyond the bubble.

Where will it lead me?
Economics involves the application of
theories to real life. In particular, you
develop your analytical and evaluative
skills across a whole range of topics
which are broadly current affairs.
These skills are really helpful for
anyone hoping to enter the world of
business, economics or politics, but are
equally valuable for budding lawyers,
managers, accountants, bankers or
civil servants.

Humanities – Economics

Assessment

External assessment 80%

Paper 1

Standard Level (40%)  
Higher Level (30%)

Extended answers to questions on 
Section A – Microeconomics 
Section B – Macroeconomics 

Paper 2

Standard Level (40%)
Higher Level (30%)

Data Response to questions on:
Section A – International Economics
Section B – Development 

Paper 3

Higher Level only (20%)

Response to extension material in
any of the 4 topic areas.

Internal assessment 20%

Internally assessed by the teacher
and externally moderated by the IB
at the end of the course.

Pupils produce a portfolio of three
commentaries, based on different
sections of the syllabus and on
published extracts from the news
media.

Course structure 
The course is divided into four broad areas of study:

1. Microeconomics studied in the Lower Sixth
2. Macroeconomics studied in the Lower Sixth
3. International Economics studied in the Upper Sixth
4. Development Economics studied in the Upper Sixth

Microeconomics:
Competitive markets: 
demand and supply
Elasticity
Government intervention 
Market failure 
Theory of the firm and 
market structures

Macroeconomics:
The level of overall 
economic activity
Aggregate demand 
and aggregate supply
Macroeconomic 
objectives: 
– Fiscal policy
– Monetary policy
– Supply-side policies

International Economics:
International trade 
Exchange rates 
The balance of payments 
Economic integration 
Terms of trade

Development Economics:
Economic development
Measuring development
The role of 
– domestic factors
– international trade
– foreign direct investment (FDI)
– foreign aid and multilateral 
– development assistance
International debt
The balance between markets 
and intervention

It’s interesting!

It’s challenging!

It’s relevant!

It’s useful!

I love it!

“ “‘A handle on the world – or how to handle the world’

Twitter: @Felsted_BusEcon
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GROUP 3

Why study Geography?
In what other subject could you study
topics as diverse as China’s one child
policy, AIDS and development, and
the exploitation of rainforests and
coral reefs? Geography develops your
understanding of physical, economic,
social and environmental issues with
case studies taken from across all
continents. 

Alongside the fundamental
cartographic and statistical
techniques, Geography develops
many key skills, most notably
research, independent learning and
group work. You have the chance to
collect primary data via fieldwork,

carried out in a variety of venues from
the Alps to Barcelona and London
Docklands, and to develop your use of
ICT. You will truly become informed
global citizens.

Where will it lead me?
Not just to being a Geography
Teacher! With the advantage of a
highly rated degree behind them,
Geographers work in a wide range of
professionally and financially
rewarding environments such as
finance, property, investment,
planning, travel, tourism, government
and aid agencies.

Humanities – Geography

‘Mapping your place in the world’

Course structure 
At Standard Level, the course is split into two parts; Core Theme and
Optional Themes, while at Higher Level there is an additional paper on Global
Interactions. 

1. Populations in Transitions
2. Disparities in Wealth and Development 
3. Patterns in Environmental Quality and Sustainability
4. Patterns in Resource Consumption

You explore the nature of human population around the globe on a variety of
different scales. Issues and themes include: population distribution and
structure; mortality and fertility levels, population migration, the relationship
between population and resource consumption, and how population can affect
levels of development.

Optional themes: 
At Standard Level, two options are chosen; for HL a
third is required. The topics taught at Felsted are:

Theories and Problems of Ethics

1. Freshwater – issues and conflicts
2. Oceans and their coastal margins
3. Extreme environments
4. Hazards and Disasters – risk assessment and
response

At Higher Level, the Global Interactions paper allows
you to develop an understanding of Economic Geography.
The topics covered include: measuring global interactions,
changing space, economic interactions and flows, environmental
change, socio-cultural exchanges, political outcomes, and global interactions at
a local level.

Assessment

External assessment is via two
exams for Standard Level, three for
Higher Level.

Paper 1 35% at SL, 35% at HL

Tests the core theme. 

Section A consists of short
answers;
Section B requires one extended
response.

Paper 2 40% at SL, 25% at HL

Tests the optional themes. 

You must respond to stimulus
material relating to two of the
themes.

Paper 3 20%

An extension paper for HL only. 

You write an extended response on
one topic from the study of Global
Interactions.

Internal assessment 25% at SL

20% at HL

For internal assessment, you will be
required to produce one
investigation of 2,000-2,500 words
involving fieldwork and primary
data collection. You will need to
attend the department fieldtrip in
order to collect this data. Recent
destinations for fieldwork have
included Barcelona, Swanage,
Lanzarote and Morzine.

Twitter: @GeographyFelsted
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Why study History?
The IB History course is designed to
stimulate pupils’ intellectual curiosity
in the study of the past. The subject
is, at its most basic level, about
important ‘stories’ from our collective
past, which are historically significant
and interesting to look at for their
own sake. For instance, it is
fascinating to consider how so many
people had faith in communism as an
infallible political ideology until so
recently. 

The content of the IB History course
has been specifically designed to
provide pupils with an insight into the
history of the countries like China and
India that will almost certainly go on
and dominate the 21st century – a
good practical reason for studying IB
History! Furthermore, by the end of
the course all IB historians will have
developed a good understanding of
some of the seminal events of the
20th century such as World War One,
World War Two and the Cold War,
which have helped to shape the world
in which we live today.

How good must I be?
If a pupil has studied History at GCSE,
a grade 6 result would be expected.
However, it is not necessary to have
studied History GCSE in order to
make a success of studying it at IB
Level.

Where will it lead me?
History is still widely seen as an
academic ‘gold standard’ by
universities and employers. An IB
History qualification is evidence that
an individual can assimilate
information and make judgements
about it; weigh up different points of
view; and express themselves in an
articulate and coherent way. These are
all intellectual qualities which are
highly prized in today’s job market.
The subject is certainly useful in
leading towards a variety of
professional careers, most obviously
the law but also business, the civil
service and banking

Humanities – History

‘Investigating the past to illuminate the present’

Course structure 
The subject, once memorably described by the historian, G R Elton, as ‘endlessly
exciting’, is well taught by experienced teachers who are passionate about their
subject, which always helps to make for interesting lessons. Finally, the IB
course is delivered in a dynamic and thought provoking way by teachers who
are keen to encourage pupils to express their own ideas and opinions via a
rigorous process of discussion and debate.

Expectations of independent study 
Pupils can expect to be set one substantial piece of written work per fortnight,
which may take several hours to research, plan and write. One of the major
differences between GCSE and IB is the greater emphasis on wider reading and
research, especially in the Upper Sixth. This enables pupils to gain the best
marks in examinations but also prepares them for university study and enables
them to contribute perceptively to the frequent seminar and discussion lessons.
In particular, the internal assessment task provides pupils with a valuable
opportunity to research a topic in depth by conducting their own independent
research.

Assessment

Paper 1 30% at SL, 20% at HL
A source based paper on German,
Italian and Japanese foreign policy
in the 1930s (Prescribed Subject 3 –
The Move to Global War – Japanese
expansion in East Asia (1931–1941)
and German and Italian expansion
(1933–1940)

Paper 2 45% at SL, 25% at HL
An essay paper in which pupils 
have to answer 2 questions on 20th
century world history topics drawn
from: Causes and Effects of 20th
Century Wars (conflicts covered
include World War One, the Spanish
Civil War, World War Two and the
Chinese Civil War); and
20th Century Authoritarian States
(key case studies include Hitler,
Franco and Mao Zedong)

Paper 3 35% at HL only
Three essay questions on a
particular region – Asia and
Oceania. This involves pupils
studying the history of Asian
powers like India from c1500 up
until the modern day. 

Internal Assessment Project

45% at SL, 25% at HL
Pupils must also undertake a short
internal assessment project of
2,200 words on a topic of their
choice. 
Pupils are also free to select a 
History topic for their extended
essay.

Twitter: @HistoryFelsted

IB History teaches you 
to consider different
viewpoints and develop a
questioning approach.

“ “
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GROUP 3

Humanities – Philosophy

‘I think therefore I am …a philosopher!’

Philosophy helps you formulate
arguments in a sound and purposeful
way. It also develops an independent
and creative way of thinking, and
encourages you to examine your own
experience and ideological
perspectives, while learning to
appreciate the impact of cultural 

diversity on philosophical thinking. 
It is great for developing skills of
critical analysis, reasoned argument
and evaluation, skills which are
valuable in many careers, such as law,
journalism, advertising, teaching, the
media, civil service, counselling and
marketing.

Why study Philosophy?

Course structure 
The course is structured around a number of themes.

At Standard Level, the core theme is:

What is a human being?
Mind and Body
The Human Condition

Optional theme: 

Theories and Problems of Ethics
Principles for Moral Action (Normative Ethics)
The Nature of Moral Judgements (Meta-Ethics)
Applied Ethics

Pupils also study Peter Singer’s book The Life You Can Save as a set text, and
complete an internal assessment. This consists of writing a philosophical essay
on the analysis of some non-philosophical material.

At Higher Level, pupils study all of the above, plus a further optional theme:
Philosophy of Religion

They also have to develop the ability to respond to an unseen philosophical text
in a way that demonstrates what doing philosophy means, and shows a holistic
appreciation of the skills, material and ideas developed throughout the course.

Assessment

All pupils sit two terminal
examinations. 

Assessment 1

Two essays in response to questions
on the core and optional themes. 

Essay 1 (Core and Optional theme):
40% at SL and 40% at HL

Essay 2 (Set text): 
30% at SL and 20% at HL

HL pupils sit a further examination
in response to an unseen text  20%

Internal Assessment

30% at SL and 20% at HL

Pupils complete a philosophical
analysis of a non-philosophical
stimulus. This component is
internally assessed by the teacher
and externally moderated by the IB
at the end of the course. 
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Humanities – Psychology

Assessment

Two written examinations (three 
at Higher Level) consisting of a
mixture of short answer and essay
questions
75% of overall grade at SL 

and 80% at HL

Coursework: An independent
experimental study 
25% of overall grade at SL 

and 20% at HL

Why study Psychology?
Psychology is an interesting and
varied subject. It is closely related to
the sciences, but frequently perceived
to be more directly related to people
and their everyday behaviour.
Psychology has its roots in both the
natural and social sciences, leading to
a variety of research designs and
applications. It essentially deals with
the question of what makes us do the
things that we do and provides a
unique approach to understanding
modern society.

The study of Psychology develops an
understanding of explanations of
behaviour and appropriated methods
of psychological inquiry, explores how
psychological research can be applied
for the benefit of human beings and
ensures that ethical practices are
upheld in psychological inquiry.

What skills will I develop
by studying this subject?
As an essay based subject, pupils will
develop the ability to analyse and
evaluate theories and research in
written work. The heavy reliance on
quantitative research methodology in
Psychology also ensures that pupils
develop their understanding of how
to analyse and interpret statistical
data.

What career pathways are
open to me if I study this
subject?
Apart from providing a firm
foundation for Higher Education
courses in Psychology, a course of
study based on this specification will
be useful for pupils intending to
pursue careers in medical disciplines,
business and social sciences. The
excellent skills of evaluation and
analysis gained from the study of
Psychology are highly valued in the
job market. Psychology is useful for
any career that involves interaction
with people.

Course Structure
IB Psychology examines the
interaction of biological, cognitive and
sociocultural influences on human
behaviour, thereby adopting an
integrative approach at its core. It
allows pupils the opportunity to
explore specialised topic areas of
Abnormality and Health. All pupils
carry out and report on an
independent research project of their
own. Higher level pupils take an
additional unit in research methods.

Are you out of your mind?
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GROUP 4

Sciences

Why study a science?
A fundamental understanding of how
things work is a vital part of your
education. IB science courses help
you to understand how everything
you experience in daily life fits
together – from sub-atomic particles
to the grandest designs in Nature.
Science seeks explanations of all
phenomena, and promotes rational
and logical thought. And of course, it
is responsible for all those inventions
you depend on for your very
existence.

How good must I be?
Past experience shows that pupils will
be able to study a Group 4 science
subject at standard level successfully
with no background in, or previous
knowledge of, science. Their approach
to study, characterised by the specific
IB learner profile attributes – inquirers,
thinkers and communicators – will be
significant here.

Standard and Higher Level: 
Biology, Chemistry, Design Technology, Physics, Nature of Science*,
Sports, Exercise and Health Science*

Course structure 
Both levels undertake a common core syllabus, an internal assessment scheme
and have some overlapping elements in the options studied. Pupils are
presented with a syllabus that encourages the development of certain skills,
attributes and attitudes. While the skills and activities of Group 4 science
subjects are common to pupils at both levels, pupils at HL are required to study
some topics in greater depth, to study additional topics and to study extension
material of a more demanding nature in the common options. The distinction
between SL and HL is one of breadth and depth. 

Pupils at both levels study two options, of which there are three kinds: those
specific to SL pupils, those specific to HL pupils and those that can be taken by
both SL and HL pupils.

Pupils at Standard Level are required to spend 40 hours, and
pupils at Higher Level 60 hours, on practical/ investigative
work. This includes 10 hours for the project.

Twitter: @FelstedScience

SL Total teaching hours 150

Theory total 110

– Core 95

– Options 15

Practical work total 40

– Investigations 20

– Group 4 project 10

– Individual Investigation 10

HL Total teaching hours 240

Theory total 180

– Core 95

– Additional higher level 60

– Options 25

Practical work total 60

– Investigations 40

– Group 4 project 10

– Individual Investigation 10

*SL only

IB Subject Guide 2019-20.qxp  17/08/2018  09:23  Page 21



22

GROUP 4

FELSTED SCHOOL  I IB DIPLOMA SUBJECT GUIDE 2019-2020

Science – Biology

Why choose Biology?
Biology teaches respect for all living
things. Within the IB course, you will
study some of the most exciting
contemporary scientific developments
in the world – for example, the role
played by genetics in our evolution,
the changing nature of our
environment, and aspects of human
health and behaviour. It is a hands-on
subject, where you will develop your
practical and investigative skills as
you apply the scientific method to a
range of technological, ethical and

economic aspects of this fascinating
area of human knowledge.

Where will it lead me?
It will allow you to pursue Biology as a
single subject at university. However,
Biology is also an ideal subject for
anyone looking for a career in
medicine or veterinary science, or in
rural pursuits such as agriculture or
horticulture. For the dedicated
scientist, it combines well with
Chemistry, opening up a whole vista
of possible subjects for further study.

Course structure 
Four basic biological concepts run throughout the course, serving as themes to
unify the topics. This allows the pupils to study at different levels of complexity.
The concepts are:

Structure and function Universality versus diversity
Equilibrium within systems Evolution

Approximately 25% of the course in total is devoted to practical work: 60 hours
at higher level and 40 hours at standard level. 

Core Topics studied by both Higher and Standard Level pupils are:

Cells Molecular Biology
Genetics Ecology
Evolution Human Physiology
Option D: 
Further Human Physiology

Additional Higher Level Topics studied by pupils 
in addition to the core are:

Nucleic Acids Metabolism
Cell respiration and Plant Biology
photosynthesis Genetics
Animal Physiology Option D (core and extension): 

Further Human Physiology

Assessment

External assessment 80%

Paper 1

Multiple-choice questions test
knowledge of the core for SL pupils,
plus the advanced (AHL) material
for HL pupils.  

Paper 2

The paper is divided into two
sections.

Section A consists of a data based
question which requires pupils to
analyse a given set of data. The
remainder of section A is made up
of short-answer questions.

Section B requires pupils to select
two questions from a choice of four
at HL or one question from a choice
of three at SL. 

Paper 3

This paper tests knowledge of the
option.

Internal assessment 20%

The internal assessment consists of
an interdisciplinary project; a
mixture of short and long-term
investigations (practicals and
subject specific projects). Pupils’
work is internally assessed by the
teacher and externally moderated
by the IBO. 

‘Genes, spleens and greens for keen teens in jeans’
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Science – Chemistry

Why choose Chemistry?
Chemistry occupies a pivotal position
in the sciences. Studying this subject
develops an appreciation of many
aspects of our complex and technical
society, with an emphasis on
analytical skills and a spirit of enquiry.
Potential employers value the
analytical and conceptual skills that
are developed during the study of
Chemistry. Such skills, coupled with
the ability to work in a meticulous and
accurate manner, enable chemistry
pupils to pursue careers both within
and outside the vast area of Science.
Although Chemistry is not an easy
option, the correct approach to study
can make it an extremely rewarding
and enjoyable subject. 

Where will it lead me?
As well as being compulsory or
strongly advised for courses such as
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary
Science, Physiotherapy and all
Applied Chemistry subjects, it opens
up career prospects in fields such as:
anatomy, agricultural science, beauty
therapy, engineering, food science,
forestry, pathology, pharmacology,
polymer science, zoology and many
more. But its academic standing is
such that it is also a good subject to
have when contemplating courses as
diverse as Law, Economics, History,
Sports Therapy and Geography.

Course structure 
There are eleven topics studied by everyone:

1. Stoichimetric Relationships 7. Equilibrium
2. Atomic Structure 8. Acids and Bases
3. Periodicity 9. Redox Processes
4. Chemical Bonding and Structure 10. Organic Chemistry
5. Energetics/Thermochemistry 11. Measurement 
6. Chemical Kinetics and Data Processing

Assessment

External assessment 

Paper 1 

Multiple Choice questions (20%)

Paper 2 

Short answer questions 
(40% for SL and 36% HL)

Paper 3

Questions on the core and the
option topic (20% for SL and 24%
for HL)  

Internal assessment 

An individual investigation of 
10 hours’ class time.

Assessed on five criteria:

1. Personal Engagement
2. Exploration
3. Analysis
4. Evaluation
5. Communication

Pupils are required to complete 
40 hours of practical work at
Standard Level and 60 hours of
practical work at Higher Level.
Work is assessed internally by the
teacher, then moderated externally
by the IB.

An additional option subject is chosen, based on pupils’ interests and teachers’
discretion, from: Materials, Biochemistry, Energy, Medicinal Chemistry.

Group Four Science pupils from Biology, Chemistry and Physics also come
together and collaboratively complete a “Group Four Project” which constitutes
ten hours of their practical work. This is a great opportunity to explore a topic of
interest to the pupils under one umbrella topic chosen by the School.

‘Finding a formula for fun!’
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Why choose 
Design Technology?
Design Technology interfaces well
between the sciences and the arts,
using principles from both in the
design cycle. The course emphasises
good technological design, how to
exercise judgement and responsibility
in the use of technology, how to
recognise needs, how to explore a
range of conflicting demands, and
how to produce the optimum solution.

How good must I be?
It is useful for pupils to have had
previous experience of working
through design projects which may

have included planning, researching,
design development of ideas,
evaluation of concepts as well as
some practical skills. The assessment
criteria for the project work at IB level
will be based largely on these key
areas. 

Where will it lead me?
Where pupils may be considering a
university or college course in science,
applied science, technology, product
design or engineering, IB Design
Technology offers a suitable course of
study.

Course structure 
Standard Level covers a core specification which includes the teaching of the 
following subject areas:

Topic 1:  Human factors & ergonomics Topic 2:  Resource management
Topic 3:  Modelling Topic 4:  Raw material to final production
Topic 5:  Innovation and design Topic 6:  Classic design

Higher Level also covers additional subject areas such as:

Topic 7: User centred design Topic 8: Sustainability
Topic 9: Innovation and markets Topic 10: Commercial production

Twitter: @Felsted_DT

‘Living in a material world’
Assessment

These topics are examined through
the sitting of 2 examination papers
at SL level and 3 exam papers at HL.

SL exams:

Paper 1

A multiple choice paper covering
core material 30% 

Paper 2

A more formal exam requiring essay
style responses to questions based
on the core material, as well as
short answer responses to
questions on the subject option
choice  30%

HL exams:

Paper 1

A multiple choice paper covering
core topics and extension 
materials 20% 

Paper 2

A more formal exam requiring essay
style responses to questions 
based on the core topics  20%

Paper 3

Requires structured answer
responses to questions on the HL
extension material  20%

A Design project – (HL & SL)

has to be completed involving
planning, research, design work,
making and evaluation. 

A final group 4 project is also to be
completed as part of a team
including other group 4 subject
candidates and is to be chosen by
the pupils following guidance from
subject teachers  40%
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Science – Physics

Why choose Physics?
Physics is the most fundamental of
the experimental sciences, as it seeks
to explain the universe itself – from
the very smallest particles, to the vast
distances between galaxies. 

Where will it lead me?
The course allows pupils to develop
traditional practical skills and

techniques and to increase facility in
the use of mathematics, which is the
language of physics. It also allows
pupils to develop interpersonal skills,
and information and communication
technology skills, which are essential
in modern scientific endeavour and
are important life-enhancing,
transferable skills in their own right.

Course structure 
There are eight core topics common to standard and higher level:

1. Measurement and 5. Electricity and magnetism
uncertainties 6. Circular motion and gravitation

2. Mechanics 7. Atomic, nuclear and particle physics
3. Thermal physics 8. Energy production
4. Waves

In addition, Higher Level pupils have to complete the following higher level
(AHL) topics:

9. Wave phenomena
10. Fields
11. Electromagnetic induction
12. Quantum and nuclear physics

All pupils must study one of the following options: 
A. Relativity B. Engineering Physics C. Imaging D. Astrophysics. 

Assessment

External assessment 80%

Paper 1

Multiple-choice questions test
knowledge of the core for SL pupils,
plus the advanced (AHL) material
for HL pupils.  

Paper 2

Standard Level (40%)
Section A: short-answer and
extended-response question on
core material.

Higher Level (36%)
Section A: short-answer and
extended-response questions on
core and higher level material.

Paper 3

Standard Level (25%)
Questions on core and SL option
material.

Higher Level (24%)
Questions on core, AHL and option
material.

Internal assessment 20%

The internal assessment consists of
one scientific investigation covering
a topic that is commensurate with
the level of the course. Pupil work is
internally assessed by the teacher
and externally moderated by the
IBO.

The group 4 project is a
compulsory interdisciplinary
activity for all science pupils. They
work in groups to analyse a
common topic or problem. This is a
collaborative experience where the
emphasis is on the processes
involved in scientific investigation
rather than the products of it.

‘From here to infinity’
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Science – Nature of Science*

Why study 
Nature of Science?
Science and Technology underpin the
working of the modern world. In this
new and exciting course, students are
able to look at a variety of ideas from
Biology, Chemistry, Physics,
Astronomy and Geology from a
perspective of ‘how science works’. It
is a course designed for students who
are not science specialists, developing
practical skills and scientific thinking.

Where will it lead me?
The course is not a preparation for
studying Science subjects at
university. However, as part of the IB
programme it will develop critical
thinking, practical science skills and a
scientific mindset which is so
important in the modern world. It links
closely to some of the ideas met on
the Theory of Knowledge course and
aspects of the Group 3 (Humanities)
subjects, particularly Geography and
Philosophy.

Course structure 
The course starts by looking at the key concepts of Energy and Particles which
are the fundamental building blocks of a scientific world view. It then goes on to
explore three key themes.

The quest for understanding
– The Universe
– The Nature of our Planet
– Evolution

The impact of Science
– Energy and Physical Resources
– Transport
– Communications
– Food Security
– Medicines

Challenges and the Future
– Human Impact on the Environment

Assessment

External assessment 80%

Paper 1 is a 1.5 hour paper with a
mix of multiple choice and
structured answer questions taken
from all parts of the specification. 

Paper 2 is a 1 hour paper made up
of structured questions with an
emphasis on using data and
scientific methods.

Internal assessment 20%

The internal assessment consists of
a scientific project carried out by
the student. This can be on any
topic, based around laboratory
work or the analysis of secondary
data. Students’ work is marked by
the teacher and externally
moderated by the IBO.

*Standard Level only
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GROUP 4

Science – Sports, Exercise and Health Science*

Why choose Sports Science?
This exciting programme incorporates
the traditional disciplines of anatomy
and physiology, biomechanics,
psychology and nutrition, which are
studied in the context of sport,
exercise and health.

The course suits pupils who enjoy
scientific study and would welcome
the opportunity to apply their
knowledge to sport. This course
complements a wide variety of other
subjects and provides excellent
preparation for an extensive range of
university degrees. You develop the
ability to apply scientific principles to
sport, to analyse human performance 

critically and objectively, to question
data and appreciate the value of the
scientific method, and to understand
the position and ethical values of
sport in an international context. It
should be noted that there is no
assessment of your practical sporting
ability either in practice or
competition. It is an excellent option
for anyone considering a career in
sports science or performance-related
analysis, but also for those interested
in nutrition, physiotherapy, biomedical
sciences, health and fitness and the
leisure industry.

Course structure 
The aims of the course are to:

1. Acquire knowledge and understanding to apply scientific principles in 
relation to sport

2. Enable pupils to critically and objectively analyse human performance
3. Encourage pupils to question data and appreciate the value of the scientific 

method
4. Apply their knowledge to understand the position and ethics of sport in the 

international context.

Core Modules:

1. Anatomy
2. Exercise Physiology
3. Energy Systems
4. Movement Analysis
5. Skill in Sport
6. Measurement & evaluation of human performance

Options (choose 2 from 4):

A. Optimising physiological performance
B. Psychology of Sport
C. Physical activity and health
D. Nutrition sport, exercise & health

‘Mens sana in corpore sano: get fit for life!’

Twitter: @FelstedPE

Assessment

Paper 1

Multiple choice questions on the
core syllabus 20% 

Paper 2

Section A: Questions on the core
syllabus 
Section B: one extended-response
question on the core syllabus 
(choice of three) 35%

Paper 3

Short answer questions on two
options studied 25%

The remaining 20% is awarded for
an internally assessed practical
investigation and the completion of
a Group 4 Science project.

*Standard Level only
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‘Figuring out the world’

Mathematics – Maths

Why choose 
Mathematics?

Mathematics is an international language.
For many, Mathematics is the tool for use
in other areas of study, while some see
the subject as an adventure in reasoning
and proof, with its own special aesthetics.
Whatever your perception, it is
undoubtedly the foundation for
advancement in the real world, for
example in engineering, finance and
commerce, science and technology, to
name but a few. Everyone is touched by
the subject, from counting your change
when shopping to understanding the
world of finance, from measuring up for

your new garden fence to calculating the
interest payable on your mortgage:
Mathematics is everywhere. 

The importance of Mathematics in the
world and the prevalence of the subject
in your daily life provide a clear and
sufficient rationale for making the study
of this subject compulsory within the IB
diploma.

Where will it lead me?

While it is clearly an essential foundation
for a degree in Maths, Engineering and
many of the Sciences, it is also highly
valuable for Economics, Psychology,
Business Studies and Accountancy. 

Further than this, its inherent logic make
it attractive to potential lawyers, while for
any subject such as Geography or IT
which uses data analysis, the
mathematical skills are an invaluable skill.

Other key skills you will develop are
logical thinking, problem-solving and
numeracy, as well as the ability to
conceptualise and manipulate formulae.
You will require a graphic display
calculator, obtainable from the School
Bookshop.

Assessment

Each HL course is assessed by three
externally assessed papers and the
internal assessment.

Each SL course is assessed by two
externally assessed papers and the
internal assessment.

The internal assessment is based on
a current Mathematical exploration.
This is a piece of written work that
involves investigating an area of
Mathematics.

Mathematics is a compulsory part of the IB Diploma Programme. There are two different courses available:
Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches and mathematics: Applications and Interpretation. Each course can be
studied at either Standard or Higher level and you should choose the level that best suits your ability.

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches

This is intended for students who wish to pursue studies in Mathematics at
university or subjects that have a large mathematical content; it is for students
who enjoy developing mathematical arguments, problem solving and exploring
real and abstract applications, with and without technology. The course is a
development from the old HL and SL subjects. Naturally, the HL course explores
each topic area in more depth and the style of the problem set is more
demanding. The following topics are studied:

Number and algebra Statistics and Probability
Functions Calculus
Geometry and trigonometry

Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation

This is designed for students who enjoy describing the real world and solving
practical problems using mathematics; those who are interested in harnessing
the power of technology alongside exploring mathematical models and enjoy
the more practical side of mathematics. The SL course will be developed from
the old Mathematical Studies SL and as such is designed for those who find
Mathematics more challenging or really don’t enjoy it. The HL course will be
new content, including elements of the current HL statistics and discrete
content. The following topics are studied:

Number and algebra Statistics and Probability
Functions Kinematics
Geometry and trigonometry
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GROUP 6

The Arts – Music

‘Music is the heartbeat of the soul’

Twitter: @felstedmusic

Why study Music?
The skills learnt in Music are extremely
wide-ranging. They include the
expected skills such as performance,
composition and listening, but the
course also provides pupils the
opportunity to develop analytical and
writing skills, research skills, teamwork
and time management skills. As part
of the Diploma Programme Music
Course, pupils study music from
familiar and unfamiliar musical worlds
and they will be encouraged to
explore the similarities and
differences that link music from within
our culture to that of others across
time. By the end of the course, pupils
will gain knowledge and perception of
music from different times, places and
cultures and be able to use
appropriate musical terminology to
describe their understanding of
music. In addition to this, they will
have strong performance skills
through practical music making, and
at Higher Level, develop creative skills
through composition.

Where will it lead me?
The Music course provides a
foundation for further study in Music
at University level or a career in music.
Nonetheless, the skills developed on
the course are highly transferable for
pupils who may wish to pursue other
careers. Universities and employers
value the wide range of skills and self-
discipline required to excel in the
study of music. Alongside more
obvious careers, such as being a
freelance performer, composer, music
journalist or critic, music
administrator, teacher, music
therapist, sound producer, or
recording artist, many musicians go
on to careers in law, advertising,
business and marketing.

Course Structure
Both Standard Level and Higher Level
pupils are required to study musical
perception. As a result, all pupils will
be required to submit a Musical Links
Investigation, an extended piece of
research about two different musical
cultures, and also complete a listening
examination paper. Pupils will study
and listen to a wide range of music
from different parts of the world,
musical cultures and time periods.
Through this study, pupils develop
their aural perception and
understanding of music by learning
about musical elements, notation,
terminology and context.

At Standard Level, pupils will present
15 minutes of solo performance. This
will make up 50% of the overall mark
and therefore making the course very
accessible to a keen and interested
performer. This heavy weighting
towards performance allows a pupil to
combine their developing
instrumental/vocal skills through
regular practice with their academic
study.

At Higher Level, pupils are required to
present 20 minutes of solo
performance (25% of overall mark)
and submit three compositions that
demonstrate contrast in content,
nature and intention (25% of overall
mark). There is a significant difference
in expectation, however, by pursuing
both creating and performing. Higher
Level pupils are able to bring together
their musical studies from a wider
perspective. This provides the
opportunity to engage in Music in a
more complete way.

Assessment

External assessment

1. Listening Paper (2 hours)
A listening test, where you 
analyse extracts of previously 
unheard music

30% at SL and HL

2. Musical Links Investigation 

An extended piece of research 
about two different musical 
cultures

20% at SL and HL

Internal assessment 

3. Solo Performance

A recording selected from 
pieces presented during one or 
more public performances, 
totalling 15 minutes (SL) or 
20 minutes (HL)

50% at SL and 25% at HL

4. Creating (HL only)
Three three-six minute 
compositions, with recordings 
and written reflections

25%
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The Arts – Visual Arts

Why study Art?
IB Visual Art provides the opportunity
to mix creativity with critical thinking.
While much of the course consists of
practical work, in which you express
your original ideas in your own ways,
studying the work of other artists
develops the necessary skills for you
to do so, and helps give your work a
context. 

Studying art promotes a sense of your
own identity, stimulating and training
your visual awareness and critical
faculties as you consider Art from
various cultures, and enables you to
discover, develop and enjoy the
means of creative visual expression
via a variety of media and techniques. 

‘A wonderful window on the wider world’

Individuality, persistence and self-criticism
are qualities you will particularly need in
your pursuit of artistic quality. 

Where will it lead me?
Although Art is a subject normally
associated with specific careers such as
architecture, fashion, and design etc.,
Felsted pupils who have taken Art as an
option have equally gone on to become
doctors, engineers, lawyers, clergymen,
television presenters, company directors
and agricultural specialists. It is all too easy
to link subjects to careers in a narrow way
when in fact many employers are looking
for skills which are not so easy to measure;
and both freedom of expression and the
ability to think laterally, in which respect
Visual Art has close links to the Theory of
Knowledge, are highly valued in the
marketplace.  

Course Structure
At both Higher and Standard Levels, pupils
complete studio work, involving practical
exploration and artistic production. They
also complete an investigation workbook,
involving independent contextual, visual
and critical investigation and reflection,
both visual and written; plus a comparative
study essay.

The way in which the course is delivered is
determined by the individual pupil. After a
period of training in how best to explore
and present ideas you are encouraged to
follow your own artistic interests, with the
teacher providing technical and intellectual
support in order to guide rather than
dictate. Through a variety of teaching
approaches, you are encouraged to develop
your creative and critical abilities and to
enhance your knowledge, appreciation and
enjoyment of visual arts. The emphasis is
always on quality control, and you will get
the best possible advice on how to create
good art and how to present your
arguments in an academic manner.
Because of the nature of the subject,
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quality work in visual arts can be
produced by pupils at both HL and
SL. The course content and
assessment objectives are the same
for visual arts pupils at both levels.
However, due to the different amount
of time available, pupils at HL have
more opportunity to develop ideas
and skills, to produce a larger body of
work and work of greater depth;
hence the assessment criteria (on
which you will be judged) are more
demanding at HL than at SL.

At HL, you receive approximately four
hours of practical studio teaching per
week with much of the written
analysis and research set as prep to
be completed in your own private

study time. At Standard Level you
receive approximately two and three
quarter hours of teaching per week.
The content of the course is the same
as the Higher Level course but work
of a similar breadth or quantity would
not be expected

Visits to museums and galleries
support the course as does a taught
life drawing class which takes place
one evening per week. Regular
attendance of the life drawing class is
compulsory for all pupils.

Assessment

At both Higher and Standard
Levels, you are required to do two
things: 

1. Studio work 40% 

Involving practical exploration 
and artistic production.

2. Investigation workbook 40%

Involving independent 
contextual, visual and critical 
investigation and reflection, 
both visual and written.

3. Comparative Essay 20% 

At both levels each pupil prepares
an exhibition of work produced
during the course. The pupil will
then be asked to explain the
content and also any themes in the
exhibition on camera, whilst being
interviewed by a member of the
Art teaching staff. The unedited
result will be sent electronically to
the examiners for marking. The
Research Workbooks are internally
assessed by the teacher and
scanned on to a single document
for moderation by the IB
examiners. 

You are assessed on how well you
present your thoughts and
ambitions in both visual and
written forms. Although not
assessed as such, your video
presentation gives you the
opportunity to explain orally what
you have done when 
all your work is finished and
exhibited.

31FELSTED SCHOOL  I IB DIPLOMA SUBJECT GUIDE 2019-2020

Electives

Students may also choose another subject in Group 6. Please refer to page 6.

IB Subject Guide 2019-20.qxp  17/08/2018  09:23  Page 31



USEFUL CONTACTS

32 FELSTED SCHOOL  I IB DIPLOMA SUBJECT GUIDE 2019-2020

CURRICULUM ENHANCEMENT

Careers and Higher Education Guidance
and the Work Education Programme   

We have developed a comprehensive Careers Advice, Education, Information,
Advice and Guidance programme at Felsted, in order to equip all students with the
employability and personal skills which they will need to progress from the school
to the working world. 

All students from Years 9-13 have the opportunity to utilise the KUDOS Careers
Platform to investigate a number of different pathways, including conventional
Higher Education routes, Apprenticeships, Employment and International Study.
Within this software they will build a portfolio of skills and achievements, linked to
their Felsted Diploma, as well as develop their CV and Personal Statement.

During the Sixth Form much of the work in tutorials and bespoke Careers sessions
is focused upon preparing to make applications. All students are encouraged to
consider applying for at least 2 different pathways, in order to keep options open.
Students will have the opportunity to undertake mock interview practice as they
join the Upper Sixth, with a parent or OF, in order to give them real-life experiences.
All students are encouraged to make use of the Careers Library and are offered a 1:1
interview with a member of the Careers and Higher Education Team. Mentoring of
students is focused on their individual aims and aspirations, and bespoke support is
offered for those making applications to Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and
Veterinary (including BMAT and UKCAT assessments classes), apprenticeships and
international institutions. We are experts at helping both IB and A Level students
navigate their choices and supporting them with making decisions about the offers
they receive.

Throughout the year there are regular Careers Seminars open to all Sixth Form
students; recent examples include Civil Service, Careers at Sea and Advertising.
There is also a weekly drop in clinic in the Careers Library. In the Autumn term we
hold a Careers and Higher Education Fair with representatives from business and
higher education institutions. The highlight of the year is the annual Futures
Conference, where Lower Sixth students have the opportunity to hear from keynote
speakers (in 2018 Sally Everist from the Good Schools Guide Careers, and Mike
Nicholson, Director of Admissions for Bath University) as well as choosing break
out sessions which include personal statement workshops and subject taster
sessions, delivered by current university staff and students.

Director of Professional Guidance: Ms L Scofield
Contact Details: lms@felsted.org

Director of Business and Enterprise 

Education and Apprenticeships Adviser: Mrs J McArdle
Contact Details: jema@felsted.org

Careers Advice and Guidance Tutor: Mrs N Sunshine-Harris
Contact Details: nmsh@felsted.org

Head of Competitive Applications 

(including US Universities and Oxbridge): Mrs M Atkinson-Wood
Contact Details: maw@felsted.org

i/c Medicine, Veterinary and Dentistry

Applications: Miss A Simpson
Contact Details: alfs@felsted.org

We value the input of parents into the
Careers Programme and encourage you to
contact us if you can offer support for any
of our events. We regularly hold information
events at key points in your child’s decision
making process. We also have a regularly
updated Careers Site https://sites.goog|e.
com/felsted.org/careersinfo/home which all
parents and students are encouraged to
make use of, as well as an active Twitter
account where we repost information
pertinent to our students, including
university open day information.
@FelstedCHE

We have strong links with the Old
Felstedian community through the Felsted
Network, and encounters with OFs help our
students to further explore a variety of
careers pathways. We also invite students
to attend Felsted Network events – recent
opportunities have included a Creative
Industries networking evening where
several students were able to source work
experience opportunities or insight days.

Felsted is a 

School Affiliate of the

Careers Development

Institute 

IB Subject Guide 2019-20.qxp  17/08/2018  09:23  Page 32



CURRICULUM ENHANCEMENT

33FELSTED SCHOOL  I IB DIPLOMA SUBJECT GUIDE 2019-2020

Careers Education Programme

Lower Sixth

Information on how to find and apply for 
Apprenticeships with opportunities to engage with
Employers and Ambassadors

Discussion on the benefits of successful 
networking and how to find networking 
opportunities

CV writing workshops to help build a CV that is 
designed for the 21st century

Advice on writing effective Application forms and 
covering letters

Instructions on how to use LinkedIn constructively

Information on International Universities and 
considering this as a Career pathway option

Upper Sixth

Preparing and completing UCAS, International 
HE, Employment and Apprenticeship applications

Focusing on Employability Skills;

– working collaboratively to review and revise 
relevant employability

– practising Psychometric tests
– continued Mock interview practice
– revisiting and updating LinkedIn

Championing ‘Post School’ opportunities and the 
importance of applying for holiday schemes or 
internships to assist in achieving your chosen Career
pathway

Encouraging engagement with the school after 
leaving and discussing the benefits of the Old 
Felstedian Network for continued support in their 
chosen destination

Guidance on how to apply to International University 
courses

Assistance with the application process to UK 
University through UCAS, with information on how 
to search for courses, ‘Clearing’ and how the 
Universities use waiting lists

Interview practice for University and Employment 
with peers and external providers, both face-to-face 
and via telephone or Skype

The pros and cons of Unconditional Offers

Workshops on Student Finance and helping to plan 
for University life

Careers and Higher Education Fair
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