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The EPQ stands for ‘Extended Project Qualification’.  
 
It will involve extended autonomous work by the student. It will require in total 120 
guided learning hours. 
 
Students are required to: 
 
• choose an area of interest  
 
• draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the school 
 
• plan, research and carry out the project 
 
• deliver a presentation to an audience and answer questions about their project 
 
• provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for 
assessment. 

 

 

The EPQ has become extremely popular 

with A Level students across the UK. In 

2014/15, there were 38,000 EPQ projects 

submitted.1 

A Levels are part of a well-established route 

to university education. However the rapid 

growth of the EPQ suggests that it offers 

students an opportunity to develop unique 

and complementary skills, for example, in 

planning and undertaking a piece of 

independent work. Students can also investigate subjects of personal interest that 

may not be covered in more traditional qualifications2.  

The importance of the EPQ is that it enables young people to develop skills and 

aptitudes that are sought-after by universities and employers. Since every EPQ is 

unique and personal to the individual, it gives each student a unique selling point 

when it comes to applications and interviews. The EPQ attracts up to 28 UCAS 

points and can form part of an offer for a place on a university course.  

                                                           
1
 http://cambridgeassessment.org.uk/our-research/data-bytes/key-statistics-on-the-extended-project-

qualification/ 
2
 Ibid 

What is an EPQ and why is it important? 
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Students like the EPQ because it offers them an opportunity to work 

on something that they are truly interested in and committed to. For 

some students, the EPQ is linked to their other A Levels. Although 

you cannot ‘double-up’ and use a topic from your A Levels for the 

EPQ, you can do something that extends from a topic that you’ve 

studied at A Level. For example, if a student covered ‘The Cold War’ 

in History and found it really interesting, they could do an EPQ project 

on the role of nuclear weapons in contemporary international affairs.  

Students can also chose a topic for their EPQ that is seemingly nothing to do with 

your studies at school, but is something you are very interested in. For example, they 

might be a keen horse rider or like to go fishing in their spare time. From these they 

could develop an appropriate research question for the basis of an EPQ.  

Another appealing approach to EPQ is to consider whether there is a work 

experience opportunity that could form a significant part of your research. If so, the 

supervisor will help your son or daughter to develop an appropriate question to focus 

their research that makes use of their time in the work place. This can be particularly 

valuable if they intend to apply for a highly competitive university course or 

apprenticeship.  
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The total marks available are 50. To achieve grade ‘A’, a project must earn 40/50.  

Evidence 

A project will need to include the following pieces of evidence: 

 A completed ‘production log’ which records the progress of the project. Most 

of the production log is completed by the student, though there are some 

sections where the supervisor or EPQ coordinator must add comments and 

marks. 

 A completed work book3 showing all their research and development notes. 

 A report on the project. This will either be 5,000 words or 1,000 depending on 

the type of project. 

No one piece of evidence is considered on its own. All pieces of evidence must be 

presented for a project to be assessed.  

                                                           
3
 A work book could be a paper ‘scrap book’ style document or it could be an electronic record such as a 

Googledoc or a blog. It is expected that this document is a ‘working document’ and will likely be messy and 
imperfect as it is simply of an informal record of your research. 

How is the EPQ assessed?  
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The Extended Project Qualification will require the teaching of the necessary skills 
for both the EPQ and for other areas of academic study. Indeed, the taught element 
of the programme is extremely valuable because it will support students in 
developing their ability to move beyond the expectations of students at GCSE and 
towards the skills and attributes expected of 
those beginning university or in the work place. 
Universities and employers value the EPQ not only 
because it allows young people to demonstrate 
unique talents and aptitudes, but also because it 
provides them with an experience of work (whether 
academic or not) that helps to ensure that they are 
able to succeed whatever it is they have chosen to 
do after leaving school.  
 
 
Teaching of the skills for the Extended Project will include: 
 

 critical thinking skills – developing the ability to analyse and evaluate sources 
of information 

 
 research skills including the ability to search for and identify suitable sources 

of information in the chosen subject area 
 

 any skills or techniques that will be required for the safe and effective 
execution of the project which are not part of the candidate’s course of study. 
e.g. safe laboratory or workshop technique, professional codes of practice, 
ethical guidelines, research methodology 

 
 ICT skills that will enhance the production of the report and/or the 

development of the project 
 

 project management skills including time, resource and task management 
 

 the format and structure of accepted academic forms of research report 
 

 referencing, the evaluation of sources and the prevention of plagiarism 
 

 presentation skills 

 

It is expected that at least 30 guided learning 
hours will be spent on this taught 
element. Attendance at lessons of the taught 
element will be recorded and will form part of 
the assessment of the project, under AO1 – 
‘management’ of the project.  

What is the ‘taught element’? 
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There are two basic types of project:  

 Extended report (5,000 words). 

 Artefact + 1,000 word report. 

The best projects are those that demonstrate that the student has been able to 

analyse and evaluate evidence gathered in their research. The student must then 

bring all their research to a ‘conclusion’. For this reason, it is best that students 

develop a research question that they are seeking to answer through their EPQ. 

Projects where there is simply a title such as ‘The Cold War’ can tend to be merely 

descriptive and therefore score poorly.  

 

Examples of Extended Report titles: 

To what extent do nuclear weapons have a significant role in contemporary 

international relations?  

To what extent could the TV show ‘The Wire’ be considered ‘Shakespearean’? 

In what ways is the relationship between the divine and secular explored in 

Renaissance art? 

Who will dominate the global economy in the 21st century, India or China? 

How can school classrooms be best arranged to suit the needs of autistic learners? 

What could the EU learn from ‘The Fall of the Roman Empire’? 

 

Examples of Artefact + Report titles: 

How can a composition for cello be used to convey a range of emotions to an 

audience? (composition, performance and report). 

What is the most effective way to improve the uptake of cricket in state schools? 

(tournament and report) 

Should politicians be more like ‘the people’? (film and report) 

Is it better to build your own PC? - How to build a ‘High Performance’ Desktop PC 

and evaluate it against commercial pre-built alternatives.” 

Is it possible to empathise with Myra Hindly? – (monologue and analysis + report).  

To what extent can the Aurora Borealis be recreated In a school laboratory? 

Types of project and example titles 
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The EPQ attracts up to 28 tariff points for a UCAS application. This is more than the 

maximum points available for an AS qualification, because at EPQ students can 

achieve ‘A*’, whilst at AS the highest grade awarded is ‘A’. It can therefore be a 

significant contributor to achieving the number of points required for a place on a 

university course.  

Many universities have stated that they place a lot of value on the extended project 

because: 

1. It teaches students the skills they need when they are studying at university 

 

2. It encourages students to take responsibility for their own learning 

 

3. It is a good way for students to demonstrate commitment to a subject or 

career pathway. This is especially important in highly competitive areas such 

as law, medicine, or veterinary science. It shows that the student is likely to 

work hard and succeed on the course.  

 

4. It gives each student something unique to talk about at interview and 

demonstrate their suitability for the course.  

 

 

  

EPQ & UCAS 
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The EPQ is an independent piece of work. Students are being assessed on their 

ability to conduct research and complete their project autonomously. This does not 

mean your daughter or son will not get help. However, teacher and supervisors will 

try to help in a particular way. 

 

The EPQ teacher/supervisor WILL  

 Teach students the necessary skills (through the ‘taught element’) 

 Provide students with feedback on your mini-project 

 Mark work completed in taught sessions 

 Encourage students by pointing out things they are doing well 

 Ask students to identify things that could go better 

 Help students to develop a plan or strategy to make improvements by asking 

questions about their ideas 

 Record whether students attend lessons and meetings, are on time and well 

prepared 

 

The teacher/supervisor WILL NOT 

 Find resources for a student 

 Tell students the answers 

 Tell students how to do things 

 Tell students exactly when to do things and 

set interim deadlines 

 Mark and give written comments on drafts 

of the report 

 Fill in the production log, except where it 

specifically requires a teacher’s comment. 

  

The role of the teacher / supervisor 
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September 2016 
Beginning LVI 

 

Attend lessons for the ‘taught element’ 
 

October 2016 Complete mini-project 
 
 

November 2016 
 

Receive feedback from your teacher on mini-
project 
 
Begin careers education by completing 
Centigrade questionnaire 
 
Begin to consider university courses and next 
steps 
 

Spring term 2017 
Mid LVI 

Continue working on taught element 
 
Consider how your EPQ might support your UCAS 
application 
 
Begin collecting initial ideas for EPQ  
 

Easter 2017 
 

Submit formal project proposal for approval by 
EPQ Coordinator 
 

Summer term 
2017 
 

Begin planning and research 
 
Meet with your project supervisor 
 
Complete AQA Production Log as appropriate 
 

Summer holiday 
2017 

Complete the research and finalise your product 
or long report 
 
Begin writing your UCAS statement, making 
reference to your EPQ 

September 2017 
Beginning UVI 

Return to school with completed report and 
product (if appropriate) 
 
Begin planning your presentation 

Early October 
2017 

Give your presentation on your EPQ to a group of 
staff and students 
Staff to provide feedback 

Mid October 2017 Submit your completed EPQ for marking. 
 

 

Timeline for completion of EPQ 
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There are a number of ways that students can be supported at home to successfully 

complete an EPQ. 

Firstly, it is important to be aware that much of the research and development 

work will take place in the summer holiday at the end of the Lower Sixth year. 

Students will be encouraged to plan their time in advance of the holiday, and to 

anticipate periods when it will not be possible to complete work due to a family 

holiday, for example. However, it would also be helpful for parents and guardians to 

be mindful of the need to give time to students to complete the necessary work on 

their project. 

There are a number of other ways that parents and guardians can support students’ 

progress: 

1. Support day trips to museums/galleries/theatres etc. 

2. Point to people or groups you may have a family connection to, and who 

could be interviewed/contacted by your son or daughter as part of their 

research. 

3. Encourage your son or daughter to consider how planned family trips and 

holidays might offer research opportunities and therefore be the inspiration for 

their EPQ. 

4. Help your daughter or son to arrange and participate in volunteering or work 

experience placements that could also form a part of their EPQ. 

5. Discuss the EPQ regularly and find out how it is going. Don’t feel the need to 

provide answers, but do encourage reflection and problem-solving. 

6. Encourage your daughter or son to read publications such as The Economist, 

The Spectator, or The New Scientist as well as broadsheet newspapers to 

help develop an awareness of current issues that might inspire or contribute 

to their research. 

 

It is really important to remember that you son or daughter will be assessed in large 

part for how they carry out their work. This includes how they respond when they 

encounter problems, or the unexpected. Encountering problems is a good thing 

in the EPQ, because it gives an opportunity to show how these are overcome. 

Students are expected to continuously reflect on 

and assess their own progress, and where 

necessary, make justified changes to what they are 

doing. Simply talking their EPQ through at home 

will be really helpful for students as they go through 

this process.  

Supporting Students at Home 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9uu3IuvbOAhVL2BoKHYccACkQjRwIBw&url=http://critical-thinkers.com/&bvm=bv.131783435,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHmHtd7NLcknAUWYkXfE5oKSlkQDQ&ust=1473104097085938

