
FELSTED PARENTS’ GROUP AGENDA
7.00-8.30pm, MONDAY 16th MAY 2022

COMMON ROOM DINING ROOM

(Please note the meeting takes place over dinner)

1. Attendance

Gepp’s (9) Stocks’s (10) Windsor’s (13)
Mont’s (12) Elwyn’s (10) Follyfield (9, 10, 12)
Deacon’s (10, 12) Manor (9, 10) Garnetts
Thorne (12)

2. Minutes from previous meeting - actions arising

(i) Century Tech - trial progress - CJT
The trial has now come to an end, and we are working on the plan to deliver the roll
out of this for next year for prep and/or senior pupils.  [Subsequent to the meeting, it
has been agreed that it will be used in both prep and senior, up to Year 11 - it is only
for Maths, English and Science]

(ii) EPQ outcomes - CJT
Previous three years of results were shared, with entry at about 60 students per
year.  Those with B grades or better were able to use those to support some
university offers, and lower grade requirements.  It was questioned whether lower
grades were worth having.  They do still provide UCAS points, and could be used in
some cases.  Completing the EPQ is beneficial in itself in the kind of work that it
involves.

However, this year the approach is different, with entry being held back to next year,
and pupils (and parents) will be consulted before confirming entry.  The school is
also looking at possible alternatives to the EPQ for those in L6 in future years.

Action: request publication of timelines, and communication with pupils about
next steps by LKS

(iii) Second hand uniform - CJT

Progress being made with this, and the ability to pay by card has now been set up.
A space has been identified for storage, but will need to be available at least one
week before the Autumn Term.  Donations are needed for senior uniform, as there
are very few items currently, in relation to prep.  If parents could ‘push’ this through
the houses in due course, that would be helpful.  GWSM will check on storage and
signs for the shop as well.



Actions: GWSM to confirm storage/signage, date to be set (and publicised) for
collection of senior uniform (HK), and message to be ‘pushed’ for collection of
uniform (all) once details are confirmed.

(iv) It was noted that the Sports Dinner had included parents after the
requests made by parents at previous meeting

3. Pupil Survey - CJT

CJT went through the presentation on the pupil survey that had been shared with the
pupils in a previous assembly (and has since gone in the newsletter).  There was a
good response rate, and lots of positive feedback.  The following areas were
identified for improvement:

● Pupils and regular feedback to pupils
● Food
● Pupil behaviour/relationships with staff
● Provision of RSHE throughout sixth form

Parents also raised improving feedback in houses through house councils, the need
to maintain opportunities for anonymity in feedback, and a suggestion that some
food testing could be tried [this is now being done in food committee meetings]

The survey will be run on an annual basis to see if improvements are made, with the
next survey scheduled for March 2023.

Action - publish results in newsletter (done) and follow up survey March 2023

4. International trips - GWSM

Although we had the best of intentions to publish all international trips for the next 15
months in one go, it has proved complicated, with deadlines for booking, and some
remain to be finalised.  We are still working to give families as much notice as
possible.  The Iceland Trip (Geography) was incredibly popular, and the Classics Trip
(Rome) proved more popular than anticipated.

Questions were raised about sports tours, and the concern that some year groups
were missing out.

Action - share details of international trips as soon as possible, and reconsider
timing for Hockey tour (boys)

5. Felsted Ball - reflections

This was a very enjoyable event and there was positive feedback that the auction
focused on bursaries.  A question was raised as to whether the Ball could in future
finish at 1am - this will be looked at.  There was also a feeling that more interest
could be garnered in the senior parent body if the Friends of Felsted Prep became
the Friends of Felsted.

Actions - check timing for finish, and take forward amending name of
organising committee



6. House ‘feasts’ - GWSM

Houses will send out details to parents if they have not already done so.  In order to
fit in House Feasts for all houses, we have had to do them very differently this year,
but hope that they will still be enjoyable occasions.

7. AOB
i) Marking of books

Individual meetings have taken place where appropriate and appear to have been
helpful.  Parents would like to see the updated Assessment Policy when ready.

Action - LKS to share policy when complete and talk further with parents next
term

ii) Information for parents of those moving to 6th form

Year 11 parents would value an introductory session towards the end of the summer
term for what 6th form life will be like for their sons and daughters.  It was also
mentioned that Year 12 boys would like confirmation of any chance to get to know
Windsor’s.

Action - we will look for the right date as part of the induction for Y11 pupils

iii) Should parents meetings be online?

There was positive feedback on the experience, but a request that individual meeting
slots could be increased to 7 minutes.  It was also felt that the L6 meeting was too
early in the year to be really meaningful.  The school is looking at a model of parents
coming in to meet Tutors and HMs, but retaining the online nature of the class
teacher meetings.  More details will come out shortly.

8. Date of Next Meeting
● Tuesday 27th September

CJT
27.05.22


